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Greetings, Cousins!

Hello, every-
one.

I am sad
that | have to
inform you
that Co-
President
Kitty Quayle
had to have
an operation
and is at
home recuperating. Please send
your thoughts and prayers for Kitty's
recovery.

We had a great Pasty Lunch at
Rosemary and Doug Gamblin's
house, and a good time was had by
all. We received our pasties from a
new source, Jolly Posh Foods, and
they were very good.

Co-President
Pete Edwards

We had visitors from Oregon: Dor-
othy Hosking and her family. Dorothy
is a member of the California Cornish
Cousins and also the Cornish Ameri-
can History Society. They are looking
for more members, and the price is
right. It is free, there is information
about the Society and how to join on
their website cousinjack.org.

| gave a talk at the Pasty Lunch on
what it was like to live in Cornwall as
a little boy during WWII and up until
1950 when we came to California. |
will be writing an article on that for a
future issue of the newsletter.

The 33™ Annual Gathering of the
California Cornish Cousins will be in
Grass Valley on May 16, 2026. We
are planning to have pasties for a

Saturday lunch and a dinner at a local
restaurant. We are also organizing a
train trip on the Nevada County Nar-
row Gauge Railroad. The trip lasts
about 30 minutes, and we think you
will all enjoy it.

We want to thank our board and
all of the people who are working
hard to keep our organization going.
Our membership is dwindling and |
think we need to encourage our rela-
tives to come and join us so they can
learn of their Cornish Heritage.

We welcome your comments on
places where you would like to go in
the future.

Thank you,

Pete

(boy from ‘ome)
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NorCal Pasty Luncheon
Acampo

From Top left: Good looking pasties from Jolly Posh Foods; Dorothy Hosking encouraged the
Cousins to join the Cornish American Historical Society; Cousins chatting before lunch;
Yvonne’s lunch plate.

Bottom left: Cousins tackled Kitty Quayle’s five-page (!) Cornish Quiz. Yvonne won with 21
correct answers; her prize was a ‘How to Make a Cornish Pasty’ tea towel by Bude artist Harry
McConville. Bottom right: Everyone got a pasty, even Allie Boy, the concrete porch alligator.
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NorCal Pasty Luncheon
Corn Dolly Workshop

Autumn being harvest season and corn dollies a traditional
harvest token, Lauren Gamblin provided materials and instruc-
tion for Pasty Lunch attendees who wished to make one.

What IS a corn dolly? According to Strawcraftsmen.co.uk:
When early man ceased his nomadic existence as a hunter-
gatherer and settled down to cultivate the earth and produce
food, he believed that the success of his labors was highly de-
pendent on various deities who would oversee the cycles and
fruitfulness of his crops. To this end, various sacrifices and cere-
monies would be held to propitiate his gods. These early beliefs
are to be found in civilizations all over the world, particularly
where cereal crops are concerned

Wheat is one of the first cereals known to have been domesti-
cated, and archaeological records suggest that this first oc-
curred in the regions known as the Fertile Crescent in the Near
East and in the Nile Delta.

Some of the more well-known deities were Ceres, the Roman
goddess of the harvest (from which we get our word ‘cereal’);
Demeter (Earth Mother), the Greek goddess of the harvest, and
Isis, the Egyptian Goddess of Fertility.

So wherever cereal crops were grown, the underlying legend
still remained: it was thought that the Corn Spirit retreated
before the oncoming reapers at harvest time, taking refuge in
the last of the standing corn (“corn” in American English could
mean wheat, barley or other grain). These last few stalks would
be fashioned into a Corn Dolly, a receptacle in which the Spirit
could rest during the winter. In the spring, the Corn Dolly, to-
gether with its incumbent Corn Spirit, would be returned to the
fields with the new planting. By giving the Corn Spirit a home
during the dark and cold winter months, it was hoped to ensure

that the forthcoming crop would be a bounteous one. ==

N

Photos from top right: Lynda Thomas and Robyn Houts are intent on their
work; Robyn displays her completed dolly; Lauren’s examples of dolly varia-
tions.
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$oCal Fall Luncheon
hosted by Jan Davis

Southern California Cousins met Saturday, October 25th at the Old Ship
British Pub in Fullerton.
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POV |+ AV AN about our Cornish ancestors’ home areas.

A AN

Most of us ordered pasties, which were decent.

Thanks to Judy Berg for recommending this place. We
will probably meet here again next fall!”

Below: SoCal Cousins Fall Lunch-
eon. Left to right; Dean and Ruth
Dods, Kathy Clarke, Judy Berg, Jan
Davis, Cathy and Beverly Lamp-
shire, Janet Forney and Walt
James.

Right: Jan’s “decent pasty.”
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Who Was Alice?

by Yvonne Oliver Bowers

My great-grandfather John Oliver
left Cornwall when he was around
twenty years old and - according to
family lore - stowed away on a ship
to California and came around The
Horn. He possibly did stow away as |
found him on a packet boat from San
Luis Obispo to San Francisco in 1865.
Maybe they found him in the hold
and dumped him off the ship. Maybe
he came across the isthmus. Upon
arrival he went to work in the New
Almaden Quicksilver Mine in Santa
Clara. He was listed in the 1870 cen-
sus living in a boarding house in New
Almaden. Almost nothing was known
about John’s origins.
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John and Ellen Benney Oliver

On his death certificate (1918)
John's father was listed as “John Oli-
ver” and his mother was listed as
“Alice ?” Who was Alice? We have a
few Alices in the family. John named
his second daughter Alice Bennetts
Oliver. For years | searched for a John
and Alice Oliver in Cornwall to no
avail.

In 1873, John met and married El-
len Benney (photo above). Ellen’s
parents, James and Elizabeth

(Bennetts) Benney had emigrated
from Cornwall in 1844, settling first in
Mineral Point, Wisconsin and later
California in 1854. Ellen was born in
1855 at the Michigan Bar Mining
Camp on the Cosumnes River in Sac-
ramento. We knew a great deal
about our Benney and Bennetts fami-
lies but John’s parentage was still a
mystery.

| knew a yDNA test could help but |
needed a direct male ancestor. yDNA
is unbroken DNA passed from father
to son through the generations. If |
could find a yDNA match, | might find
John’s father. John and Ellen had
three sons but only one (my grandfa-
ther Adrian) had a son. My grandfa-
ther died in 1961, my father died in
1963 and my only brother, Clay, died
in 1984. My brother had a son Jason
in 1975 but we didn’t know where he
was or if he’d agree to a DNA test.
Then in 2017 | received a Facebook
message from a Corey Heath who
claimed to be my brother’s son (born
while Clay was in high school). Corey
wanted to solidify his place in his
newfound family and offered to take
a DNA test. As a genealogist | was
ecstatic. And yes, Corey was my
blood nephew and | now had a direct
male descendant of John!

Our yDNA is evidently quite rare.
According to Joe Flood who adminis-
ters the Cornwall Advanced YDNA
Project on familytreedna.com: “This
truly is an ancient YDNA astonishing
find. Your last branch dates back to
3000 BC, well before Stonehenge or
the Bell Beakers. Such a long time
ago, seems to have originally evolved
in the Balkans or Anatolia. Rare Cor-
nish DNA indeed, no way of telling its
history until more turns up. Thanks
for giving us this branch.” Our yDNA
is so rare that there are only two
matches at the 37-marker level (a
way of determining the closeness of
the match) even though Corey has

taken the y111 and Big Y 700 tests.
However, one of the matches, Don-
ald Oliver, led us to an Oliver line
back to Matthew born 1711 in St.
Teath who was married to Elizabeth
Mann. This couple turned out to be
my sixth great-grandparents. But
who was Alice?

In 2020 | met a half-third cousin,
Lynn Hambley, on 23andme. | was
an autosomal DNA match to her fa-
ther, William Morton “Bill” Hambley.
Lynn provided information on her
line back to her first Cornish immi-
grants to California — Philip Hambley
and Elizabeth Ann Bennetts Hambley.
Bennetts! That was the maiden
name of my great-great grandmoth-
er, Elizabeth. Elizabeth must be my
connection to Lynn and her family. |
learned that my Elizabeth was Eliza-
beth Ann’s aunt.

Richard Bennetts and my great-
great-grandmother Elizabeth were
the children of William Bennetts and
Elizabeth Clemo Bennetts of St. Me-
wan. Richard’s first marriage to
Catherine Arthur Bennetts produced
seven children. Catherine died in
1851 and Richard married a woman

(gead) *
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John Oliver’s Death Certificate (1918).
His mother is listed as “Alice ?”.
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Who Was Alice? cont'd.

named ... Alice! This Alice’s maiden
name was Penaliggen (spelled vari-
ous ways including Pennyliggen and
Penhaligan). She was born in St. Is-
sey in 1824 and her family could be
traced back over 200 years in St.
Issey to Gregory Penaliggen who died
in St. Issey in 1597. This Alice was
Lynn Hambley’s great-great-

grandmother!
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Page from William Arthur Bennetts family
Bible showing John Oliver “adopted.”

I had found an Alice but how did she
fit into my Cornish family? She was
my great-great grandmother’s sister-
in-law. | started researching Pe-
naliggen and the picture became
clearer.

| found Alice Penaliggen, age 15, in
the 1841 St. Issey census as a house
servant on the farm of Richard Udy.
On the same page was a William Oli-
ver age 20 (ag labor). In the 1851
census Alice, now 25 years old, was a
servant on the farm of Mary Nickell.
And in the 1851 census | found Al-
ice’s parents, John Penaliggen and
Sarah Harding Penaliggen in St. Issey
with a grandson, John O. Penaliggen!
Was this my John and his mother
Alice?

On ancestry.com | found a birth
record in the England & Wales, Civil
Registration Birth Index, 1837-

1915 Quarter 1 1844 for a John Oli-
ver Pennyliggen! Searching further |
found an entry in the “Baptisms Sol-
emnized in the Parish of St. Issey in
the County of Cornwall 1844” for
March 18" No. 556 John “Baseborn
son of” Alice Penaliggen. In the 1861
census for St. Issey, Alice was living
with her new husband Richard Ben-
netts, their children and a John O.
Bennetts (age seventeen) — Alice’s
and my John! | found my Alice but
who was John’s father?

Circling back to
the yDNA results
for Donald Oliver,

giving birth to John, she continued to
work on farms until she married Rich-
ard Bennetts in 1852. John was living
with his grandparents in 1851 but
came to live with his mother and
stepfather in 1852. Alice had nine
children with Richard but four died in
infancy. That must have been so
hard! Alice was widowed in 1888 and
lived eighteen more years dying in
1906 at the age of eighty-two. She is
buried in the churchyard at St. Me-
wan. Sadly her father, James Pe-
naliggen, died in the Union Work-
house at St. Columb Major at age
seventy one.

and tracing back

to Matthew, |

found a William
Trevan Oliver born
1820 who was on
the farm with Al-
ice in the 1841
census. We now
know John’s fa-
ther was William.

 day, ol oD
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In June 2022,
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Lynn Hambley, my
(first) cousin Den-

ise, and my fourth
cousin, Terry Ben-

netts Johnson,
met in Stockton,
CA. to share sto-

St. Issey Baptismal Record—1843

ries and genealo-
gy. Terry provided the final clue. She
gave me a copy of her great-
grandfather, William Arthur Ben-
netts’ (son of Richard Bennetts and
Catherine Arthur) bible and there
was my John listed as “adopted.”

Having finally found Alice, | found
her story compelling. She was the
third of eight children born to James
and Sarah. In the 1841 census James,
Sarah and their first child were ag
labor on the Hawkins farm. Alice
went to work at 15 years old. After

Five of John’s step-siblings and his
half-sister, Elizabeth Ann, all emigrat-
ed to the California goldfields. The
Olivers, Benneys and Bennetts all
found themselves in the Amador City
census in 1880.

Through research, perseverance,
luck and the miracle of DNA testing,
the brick wall was knocked down and
the question of “Who was Alice?”
was answered. Never give up. You
never know where you’ll find the
next clue.


https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8912
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8912
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8912
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Bits 'n’ Bobs

CRYING
THE NECK

AN ANCIENT CORNISH TRADITION

Dennis Penberthy, an elderly Cornish farmer, received a
letter from the Department for Work & Pensions, stating
that they suspected he was not paying his employees
enough and they would send an inspector to interview them.
On the appointed day, the inspector turned up.

"Tell me about your staff," he asked Penberthy.

"Well," said Penberthy, "there's the farm hand. | pay him wit."
"That'll be me then," said Penberthy.

£240 a week, and he has a free cottage.

Then there's the housekeeper. She gets £190 a week, along
with free board and lodging.

There's also the half-wit. He works a 16 hour day, does 90% of
the work, earns about £25 a week, along with a bottle of gin
every week, and, occasionally, gets to sleep with my wife."
"That's who | want to talk to," said the inspector, "the half-

Welcome New Member

Thomas Rusch

528 Autumn Crest Drive
Watertown, WI 53094-5916

thomasdrusch@gmail.com

Surnames Towns

Eade Breage

Laity St Hilary
Buckett Crowan
Dunnall Perranuthroe

Welcome New Member

Johnny Trestrail

1380 Brawley Circle
Atlanta, GA 30319

Johnnyfoos@gmail.com

Surnames Towns

John H. Trestrail lll (father)
Las Lunas, NM
John H.Trestrail Il (grandfather)
Redruth

Membership Roster
Available

To get a PDF copy of the current roster:

e email Membership Chair
Yvonne Bowers at
yvonnebowers@mac.com

OR for a printed copy

e mail a SASE to
Rosemary Gamblin
23 Maxwell St., Lodi 95240




The California Cornish Cousins

c/o Rosemary Gamblin, Newsletter Editor

& a1
= 23 Maxwell Street, Lodi CA 95240

Address Correction Requested

The California Cornish Cousins 2025 - 2026 Officers

Co-Presidents, Pete Edwards peteedwards1939@gmail.com
Kitty Quayle celtickitty@sbcglobal.net

Past President, Robyn Houts scfalpacaso+@yahoo.com

Historian, Gage McKinney gagemckinney@sbcglobal.net

Secretary, Pat Carson damawynnpat@gmail.com

Treasurer & Membership, Yvonne Bowers treasurer@califcornishcousins.org
Newsletter Editor, Rosemary Gamblin rgamblin@alpha-ent.net
Webmanager, Yvonne Bowers webmanager@califcornishcousins.org

Membership in the California Cornish Cousins runs from May 1 to April 30 (of the following year).
Annual dues are US$25.00. Mail dues to 392 E. Napa St., Sonoma, CA 95476.

Kenderwi Kernewek is published quarterly for members of The California Cornish Cousins.
When reprinting articles, please credit “Kenderwi Kernewek, Newsletter of The California Cornish Cousins.”

Website: http:/www.califcornishcousins.org.

SAVE THE DATE — Gathering 2026 — Grass Valley, May 15—17




