
 

 

 

Kovnotennow – Kuntelles Kemmyn Bledhenyek 

Minutes – Annual General Meeting – Sat 20/04/24 

Hel an Dre Kelliwik, Fordh Nowydh, Kelliwik 
Callington Town Hall, New Road, Callington 

12.30 – 13.30 
 

Devedhys – Present 

Roger Bailey, Penrudh; Linda Beskeen, Doronydh Prest; Bert Biscoe, Vyajor Gans 

Geryow; Armorel Carlyon, Nedhores Lyn; Liz Carne, Melennek; Kim Cooper, 

Karores Lyvrow; Pam Cox, Myrgh Howells; Alison Davey, Corolyores; Merv Davey, 

Telynyor An Weryn; Rosie Fierek, Rosennik Ahwesydh; Maureen Fuller, Steren Mor; 

Malcolm Gould, Map Pry Gwyn; Tim Hambly, Roscarrek; Johanna Harvey, Lili 

Koraways; Pol Hodge, Mab Stenek Veur; Kim Hopewell, Enev Keltek; Stephen Hunt, 

Menstrel Manow; Carmen Hunt, Donsyer An Werin; Loveday Jenkin, Myrgh An Tir; 

Esther Johns, Tamm Steren; James Kitto, Lanyon; Jane Kneebone, Colum Wyn; 

Jenefer Lowe, Gwythvosen; Simon Margetts, Mab An Garrek; Nev Meek, Mab 

Trewydhan; Mike Millard, Gwythyas Melyn; Jack Morrison, Mester A Gevrinyow; 

Vanessa Moyle, Trevesiges; Jane Ninnis, Kesklywores; Pat Parkins, Much Chereor; 

Maureen Pierce, Cares Awgrym; Sally Mollard, Spyrys Hal Fowydh; Andrea 

Redmond Hind, Elvenn a'n Dhumnonii; Kingsley Rickard, Den Ystory Dywysyansek; 

Adrian Rodda, Racker; Jerry Rogers, Mab Eglosvelyan; Sam Rogerson, Tegeyryan; 

Christine Stephens, Spyrys Goen Brenn; Roger Tackley, Baner Du; Esme Tackley, 

Davasyk Ell; Rob Tremain, Cryor An Dre Lanstefan; Pat Tremain, Gevelles 

Lyskerrys; Sarah Tresidder, Palores Tavosek; Mike Tresidder, Brogh Breusel; Kathy 

Wallis, Gwithyades Hengovyow; Michael Warner, Scryfer Eglosyow; Diana 

Trudgeon, Maghteth Rannndir Pri Gwynn; Jori Ansell, Caradok; Kate Neale, 

Gwandryades An Mororik; Pat Parry, Gwylan Gernow; Delia Brotherton, Myrghwyn 

Melynor; Gareth Parry, Mab Meliner Gwlan; Leanne Lloyd, Nanscarow a Bendygo; 

Mark Dungey, Donsyor Lanust 

 

1. Diharesow – Apologies 

 Len Sheppard, Kevrennek a Skians; Nigel Nethersole, Gwrys Yn Kernow; 

Mike Cawley, Omdowler; Richard Cawley, Gwithyas Omdowl; David 



 

 

Brotherton, Ilewydh Porthia; Audrey Metcalfe, Kernewes Albanek; Rod 

Sheaff, Govynnus; Sue Dabb, Lowarther Lowen 

2. Kovnotennow – Minutes 

 The minutes of the Gorsedh Kernow AGM held on 22 April 2023 were 

agreed by a show of hands, with two abstentions, pending the following 

changes: 

• Item 3.1: The minutes should have recorded a dialogue regarding 

representation of Cornwall on the BBC Weather. Specifically, to show 

Truro alongside the other countries’ capitals, instead of Plymouth. 

But also, to recognise Cornwall in some way in its references to ‘our 

nations and regions’. This included a request for GK to write formally 

to the BBC regarding the matter. 

 

• Item 3.1.2: Dave Brotherton, Ilewydh Porthia also took part in the 

recordings for CBeebies, and should be recognised in this list.  

3. Maters ow Sordya – Matters Arising 

 The BBC Charter, and its recognition of the Cornish people in general is a 

focus of Cornwall Council’s National Minority Working Group. The Cornwall 

Council Leader, Cllr Linda Taylor, is a member of this group. She has raised 

this matter with ministers, the British-Irish Council (BIC), and Welsh 

representatives. 

There is also a discussion happening through the formal devolution process 

to improve representation. Progress is being made with the Department for 

Digital, Culture, Media, and Sport (DCMS). However, there is an ongoing 

campaign to ensure that Cornish is included within the list of minority 

languages that the BBC will engage with. 

Feedback from the CBeebies music filming was a good experience, and 

that the entire crew were from Cornwall. 

4. Kows gans Bardh Meur – Address by Bardh Meur 

 Bardh Meur gave thanks to the Mayor of Callington, and to Cllr Andrew 

Long for their support. Recognising the work of the local organising 

committee to make the event possible. 

A significant number of bards were lost in the last year, including former 

Grand Bard Ann Trevenen Jenkin, Bryallen. A minute’s silence was held in 

commemoration. 

The Gorsedh Council welcomed its new members: Joanna Harvey, Lili 

Koraways; James Kitto, Lanyon; Ian Saltern Penfound; and Kathy Wallis, 



 

 

Gwithyades Hengovyow. As well as the new General Secretary Jane 

Ninnis, Kesklywores. 

Thanks were recorded to David Holman, Rifelwas, who has stepped down 

as Membership Secretary. 

5. Derivas Alhwedher ha Kommendyans Bojet – Treasurer’s Report 

and Approval of Budget 

 Jerry Rogers Mab Eglosvelyan presented the financial report for the 

financial year ending December 2023. 

Work is ongoing to prepare a GK small grants process, including an 

application form. 

5.1 Propose approval of Financial Reviewer 

 Jerry Rogers Mab Eglosvelyan proposed that David Fletcher continue as 

Financial Reviewer, which was approved. 

5.2 Acquisition of Keskerdh Kernow Company 

 Alongside the financial report proposal, there was also proposal for Gorsedh 

Kernow to absorb the Keskerdh Kernow company. It has already received 

some monies from Cornwall Council, including a £10k grant for a strategic 

review of Gorsedh Kernow itself. This will allow a plan towards the 

centenary. 

A Chair and Trustees will need to be appointed from within the Gorsedh, as 

well as a Company Secretary for Keskerdh Kernow. 

Proposed: Jenefer Lowe Gwythvosen; Seconded: Jerry Rogers Mab 

Eglosvelyan. The motion was passed by a vote with one against and two 

abstentions; as Bert Biscoe Vyajor Gans Geryow, Loveday Jenkin, Myrgh 

An Tir, and Jenefer Lowe Gwythvosen are directors of the company. 

A vote of thanks was recorded for the Treasurer, due to the health of the 

financial report and proposed budget. 

5.3 Grant aid monies to be managed by Gorsedh Kernow 

 The acquisition of Keskerdh Kernow also provides GK with a legal identity 

and limited liability. It will be used over the next six months to support 

funding from UK Government for various cultural heritage grants. This 

includes the Cornish Wrestling Association, along with a small range of 

intangible cultural heritage grants. 

6. Derivasow – Reports 

 Kannas Bardh Meur presented a summary of subcommittee reports. Thanks 

were given to all of the Chairs and Subcommittees for their work. 



 

 

Full reports from each subcommittee are available on request. 

Reports proposed by: Bert Biscoe Vyajor Gans Geryow; Merv Davey 

Telynor an Weryn. Approved by a show of hands. 

6.1 Admyttyans – Admissions 

 29 new bards were initiated in Prideaux Place, Padstow. 

6.2 Arghow & Dyllansow – Archives & Publications 

 Archive documents were moved from Ann Trevenen Jenkin’s Bryallen 

house to Kresen Kernow. Gareth Parry Mab Meliner Gwlan is acting as 

interim Chair and conducting a review to determine whether to separate its 

two functions. Tamsin Mallett Myrgh Polwithan and Kensa Broadhurst 

Kensa are also supporting the group. 

6.3 Pewasow & Kesstrifow - Awards & Competitions 

 Ivor Frankell Estren Genesek took on the Awards group but could not 

continue. Jack Morrison Mester a Gevrinyow has stepped in to support the 

group until September 2024. 

6.4 Solempnitel - Ceremonial 

 The 2023 Proclamation was held on Saturday 22 April in St Petroc’s 

Church, Padstow. The Awen ceremony on Sunday 18 June at Trewey 

Kerrowe stone circle on Sunday 18 June. 

The main Ceremony was on Saturday 2 September at Prideaux Place, 

Padstow, and livestreamed on the Gorsedh website. 

There was a reminder to let GK know if you are planning to attend as a 

bard. It is important to know in order to arrange enough chairs at the venue. 

6.5 Keskomunyansow – Communications 

 There was a call for someone to support the newsletter and comms work. 

The current newsletter format is under review to make it more manageable. 

Following David Holman Rifelwas stepping down as Membership Secretary, 

he is succeeded by Mark Dungey Donsyor Lanust. 

6.6 Holyer an Gof 

 Thanks recorded to the Kresen Kernow team including bards Deborah 

Tritton Tir Dann Vordon and Kim Cooper Karores Lyvrow. 

There was some feedback about referencing peoples’ titles of address, as 

well as broad categories allowing self-published materials to be judged 

alongside formal publishing houses. These points will be picked up by the 

Holyer an Gof team. 



 

 

 

6.7 Kernewek 

 Due to the closure of Heartlands at short notice, the 2024 Pennseythen 

moved to Lys Kernow. 

Cornish Language Board examinations were held online for another year. 

The online registration is working well. 

 AOB 

 There is a celebration coming up in Mexico celebrating 200 years of 

connection with Cornwall this October. There was a visit in 2008 and 

suggested doing the same again this year at a ceremony in Real Del Monte. 

Suggestion to be taken to the GK Working Group. 

Kannas Bardh Meur and Gareth Parry Mab Meliner Gwlan attended the 

centenary of St Ives Museum. 
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