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PROGRAM 

Zoom Keskows -  Seasonal

Online ZOOM ‘tea & cake’ chats &
news

Summer -  Sat 25 January  (3.30pm)
Be prepared: Who was the first to come  to come

to Australia (you or an ancestor), why and when?
Cornish tour photos. Usual time for a Chat.

Autumn & Jubilee – Wed 16 April (evening)
A chance to mark our day of founding with a toast or

two, and a virtual sneek unveiling of our plaque.

Winter chills -  July

Date/Time and Zoom links will be emailed a week prior.
[Requests for special days / times welcome]

Events in Planning so farEvents in Planning so far

JUBILEE – 50 YearsJUBILEE – 50 Years

Our Jubilee year 2025 will be recognised by aOur Jubilee year 2025 will be recognised by a
number of simple small activities and events. Onnumber of simple small activities and events. On
Saturday 8th March, following our AGM, as partSaturday 8th March, following our AGM, as part

of our St Piran's celebration, time will be taken toof our St Piran's celebration, time will be taken to
hear from foundation members and as manyhear from foundation members and as many

others others present: “When, how and why theyothers others present: “When, how and why they
joined, their connection to Cornwall, what theirjoined, their connection to Cornwall, what their

best memories” are. best memories” are. 

A special edition newsletter issued to all willA special edition newsletter issued to all will
briefly cover the 50 years. A special Zoom getbriefly cover the 50 years. A special Zoom get

together on  the foundation date - 16th April - willtogether on  the foundation date - 16th April - will
allow us to mark the date by raising a glass atallow us to mark the date by raising a glass at

home and toasting Cornwall and the Association.home and toasting Cornwall and the Association.
In May, at Glen Innes during the Australian CelticIn May, at Glen Innes during the Australian Celtic
Festival, a special 50 Year coloured Plaque willFestival, a special 50 Year coloured Plaque will

be unveiled.be unveiled.

5050thth Annual General Meeting - Annual General Meeting -      

1pm, Sat 81pm, Sat 8thth March, 2025 March, 2025

Reports, elections, information

All members & friends welcome 

Ask at the front desk when signing in, for theAsk at the front desk when signing in, for the

meeting which is in the Denistone Room, eventsmeeting which is in the Denistone Room, events

level (up the stairs/lift  before the bistro).  level (up the stairs/lift  before the bistro).  

.. and then join in, or come, at .. and then join in, or come, at 2pm2pm for our  for our 

St Piran’s and Jubilee celebrations.St Piran’s and Jubilee celebrations.    

Hear about and honour St Piran, the nationalHear about and honour St Piran, the national

Saint and patron of Tinners, and who the crossSaint and patron of Tinners, and who the cross

on the flag is named after..       on the flag is named after..       

For our Jubilee (50) - Hear from one of theFor our Jubilee (50) - Hear from one of the

founding members! – Do come prepared to alsofounding members! – Do come prepared to also

share, if you wish: share, if you wish: ““when, how and why youwhen, how and why you

joined; what your best memories are!”  joined; what your best memories are!”  

As usual we expect to have lucky door prize/s,As usual we expect to have lucky door prize/s,

music/singing, a few sales items. Tea/Coffee,music/singing, a few sales items. Tea/Coffee,

even a short quiz.even a short quiz.

Note:  Please make a day of it - come alsoNote:  Please make a day of it - come also

earlier if you can, for our earlier if you can, for our 

Informal club bistro lunch beforehand,Informal club bistro lunch beforehand,

from 11.30am. from 11.30am. 

 Venue:   RYDE EASTWOOD LEAGUES CLUB, 117
RYEDALE RD. WEST RYDE    

(Near to West Ryde Railway Station)                            
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FESTIVALS 2025
 

Australian Celtic Festival
  Glen Innes  NSW 

The Year of Brittany, Cornwall & Wales 

Thursday 1st – Sunday 4th May, 2025

All Cornish people, by birth or by descent (or
with other connection or interest) are invited to
join in the celebration, which also marks 50
years Jubilee of the  NSW Association.  

Cornish input: Opening ceremony on Friday,
Street Parade (Saturday), Unveil our Jubilee
Plaque (Sat). Cornish Stone Ceremony (Sun).
Guests from Cornwall may be joining us.    

If you are going or are interested in going,
please contact Joy (so she can keep you up to
date on what is on)

Please let us know if you think you may be coming

asap .. to aid planning of events.

 Recommended however that your accommodation

be secured ASAP!  

https://www.australiancelticfestival.com
Visitor Information office:

http://www.gleninneshighlands.com/ 

Kernewek Lowender 

More program information from:  
https://www.kernewek.org

Accommodation – book soon - can be had at 
local hotels, motels, caravan parks, and through

real estate agents, plus holiday sites, such as  
https://www.countrygetaways.com.au/

Committee News:
 

   Bank account balance at 31/12/24: $6,610.21

The Treasurer’s Statement of Accounts for our
2024 calendar & financial year is enclosed with
this newsletter. It will be tabled as a part of her
report to the AGM on Saturday 8th March, 2024
– please read. Contact her if any questions
beforehand. It will be moved for adoption.

”I am still impressed by your turn out at our
lovely Circular Quay lunch in November, but
am now looking forward to seeing you in a
zoom session and/or personally at our bigger
day in March – Saturday 8th.”
                Joy Dunkerley, President. 

          MEMBERS MILESTONES 

New Membership Welcome to Tim
Gartrell of Ainslie ACT – Interests: include
Family heritage, historical, migration,
economic/social history, mining. Family names:
Gartrell – St Hilary/St Erth/Sennen (to mide/late
1800s); Rowe/Stephens – Crantock/St Columb/St
Agnes/Brannel to mid/late 1800s

Congratulations to all those with birthdays
or anniversaries during January & February 

Please let us know of your good news, special
events, or of those who are ill.  

Chris Dunkerley is now into his 4th fortnightly
Chemotherapy cycle. This treatment will
probably extend until mid May, so it is too soon
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to know what impact on the returned cancer it
is having.

CORNISH SURNAMES – a final
series

Part 8.  Wrapping up    

George Pawley White writes that “possibly
many of the names recorded by me as Cornish,
may be of other origins. Successive waves of
incomers – Irish, Welsh, Breton (‘cousins’
returning), Scots, English, French (and others)
– have been assimilated into the Cornish
community. Their names have become so re-
spelt as to be unrecognisable, or have adopted
Cornish forms of their origin name. Conversely
many Cornish names were translated direct to
English, eg. Angwyn to White. As Morton
Nance commented, ‘there are even a few non-
Celtic personal names that are old enough in
the Duchy to come into place names starting
with Tre-; besides many more that have been in
use for so long that have become ‘typically
Cornish’.”

“Some of those who bear Saxon names may
now be more ‘Celtic’ than many who bear fine
Cornish surnames with Tre-, Pol- or Pen-. It
must be allowed that the most aristocratic of
Cornish surnames may record only the loot by a
Norman, of the estate of a Saxon, who
dispossessed the heir of a Cornishman, who
founded it and gave it his own name with Tre-
before it – the Cornish founders heir’s may be
still among us bearing, as in Wales, such later
adopted surnames as Williams, Thomas, or
Richards – that tells us nothing of their long
Celtic Cornish ancestry”.

“However it is certain that the names listed
herein (thus in this series) “Celtic Cornish”
were all borne by inhabitants of the Duchy in
the year 1953 (Recorded by Mr R. R. Blewett). 

Interpretation of all the names will continue by
others of course in the future.” [A huge thanks
for Cornish Bard George Pawley White’s work].

Source: ‘A Handbook of Cornish Surnames’, by
George Pawley White, 2nd ed. 1981. 

Rights-of-way - Cornwall’s huge number of

‘unrecorded’ historic paths will be saved from

extinction after the government announced

plans to abolish the 2031 cut-off for recording

public paths. Public rights over thousands of

paths, which are public highways but not yet

recorded as such, or not yet recorded correctly,

would be extinguished, with those rights being

lost forever.  https://www.southwestfarmer.co.uk/

Notable Cornish people, people of
Cornwall, and of the diaspora

An ongoing series – Governors of NSW,

with Cornish Connections - Part 2B

‘The St. Tudy man of controversy’ -

William Bligh – Governor No. 4 

(13 August 1806 – 26 January 1808)

….. Bligh also sought to either bully or bypass

the civic justice arrangements that Hunter and

King had brought in, even being manipulative

in court appointments and direct in taking

control. Bligh may have served his time without

high drama if he had not taken head on the

NSW Corp, the bane of his predecessors, and

the retired landed officers. 

Anne-Maree Whitaker writes “The final

confrontation that led to the arrest and

deposition of Bligh arose from the refusals of

Macarthur to recognise a court … “. Bligh had

sought the arrest of Macarthur over a breach of

government shipping regulations. Bligh

appointed a magistrate known to be biased

against Macarthur, and six NSW Corp officers

to convene as a criminal court. Macarthur

objected, the officers supported him. The turn

of events was fast and precipitice. Bligh had

Macarthur re-arrested and gaoled in Sydney

town. He went further, seeking arrest of and to

try six officers with treason. NSW Corp
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commander, Major George Johnston was laying

low, and even the civilian population was

gathering and complaining. Among the accused

officers, Lieutenant Laycock and Adjutant

Minchin are recorded as discussing instead

arresting Bligh. Macarthur, who had been

released, wrote a petition, soon signed by 150

free settlers, which called on Johnston to arrest

Bligh. On 26 January, 1808 Johnston led the

NSW Corp with fixed bayonets to Government

House in Bridge Street. It took 2 hours to find

the Governor, and despite Bligh’s claims, the

soldiers said they found him under a bed in an

attic room. He was arrested, and held under

house arrest. Johnston declared martial law,

and took on the arguable colonial title of

Lieutenant Governor. The house arrest lasted a

year, until released - to sail to England. Instead

he sailed to Hobart Town, causing some issues

for the administration there, and only returned

to Sydney after the arrival of the newly

appointed Governor, non-naval Lieutenant-

Colonel Lachlan Macquarie, a Scot. He at last

sailed to England on 13 May, 1810.

Those officials and military involved in his

overthrow were recalled, but received light

punishment otherwise. Bligh, back in London

was hence promoted to Rear Admiral and

eventually Vice Admiral, despite no further

active service. He died in London on 7

December, 1817 aged 63.  

What do we make of this man? Lachlan

Macquarie found him “certainly the most

disagreeable person to have any dealings, or

public business to transact with, having no

regard to his promises or engagements

however sacred, and his natural temper is

uncommonly harsh, and tyrannical in the

extreme”. A complex individual certainly,

whose reputation has been both burnished and

tarnished over the past 220 years.

Continued next time .. Part 3 – Sir John

Northcott 

ANCIENT PLACES OF CORNWALL

Trethevy Quoit A burial chamber from the
early Neolithic period. Owned & managed by
Cornwall Heritage Trust (source)

4 September 2024 (above) – late summer

24 November 2024 (below) – under snow
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Trethevy Quoit is a particularly well-preserved
example of a portal dolmen – called Quoits in
Cornwall. Burial chambers like this are rare
nationally, but there are several in Cornwall.
Trethevy is one of the most impressive in
Britain. It is situated on a promontory
overlooking the confluence of streams which
flow southwards to become the River Seaton;
the northern skyline is dominated by Caradon
Hill and granite massif of Minions Moor.
Access Off B3254 Road, Nr Darite, St.Cleer
(next to a small row of cottages) PL14 5JY 

Four large upright overlapping granite slabs
form the sides of the chamber with lateral
stones at front and back. The back stone is
leaning inwards, and the massive capstone
which is supported by these uprights rests at an
extreme angle. It is not clear whether it was
built this way or if it has partially collapsed or
slipped. A round hole has been drilled through
the top corner of the capstone. A small
antechamber was placed at the front of the
monument but only one of the two original
upright stones remains. A rectangular cut-out
at the side of the upright stone that forms the
front of the main chamber may have been an
original entrance but it could be a later
addition. 

Like other portal dolmens in Cornwall, the
quoit is surrounded by a stony mound or cairn
which would probably have been more
impressive than it is today. It is thought
unlikely that the quoit would ever have been
completely covered: perhaps the capstone
remained just visible above the mound. 
Excavations have shown that quoits such as
this were constructed in the early and middle
Neolithic period between 3,700-3,300 BC. They
were used over long periods as communal
tombs or ‘ossuaries’ to house the bones of the
ancestors. Due to the acidity of the soil no
bones have been found in Cornish quoits, but
excavations of quoits in other parts of Britain
have turned up human bones in the chambers
and pits and post-holes in the forecourt area.
Some quoits continued to be used into the
Bronze Age for the burial of cremations placed
in burial urns. Recent studies indicate that
sites were placed carefully in the landscape in
relation to hills and water, with entrances
aligned towards particular horizon features or
celestial events. Trethevy Quoit’s entrance faces
towards the east-south-east. 

Our Cornish Places

Cobar Mining Remains

Cobar was a heavily Cornish influenced mining district in

the late 19th century and into the 20th. These pieces are

evocative of the Cornish mining presence in this western

NSW mining centre. Cornishtown was and is one of the

settlement areas. Worth a visit.

BLISLAND

We heard earlier from our member Dave Evans,

who is in the UK with his family as he follows 

through on a new treatment available there for 

his long term health problems. His timing to 

make a flying visit to Cornwall between 

treatments coincided with the November ice 

and snow rolling in. However he was able to 

send this photo still in sun, of his favourite pub 

at Blisland. Thanks Dave, and hoping the 

treatment is going well.
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MY YOUNG MAN'S A CORNISHMAN 

by Charles Causley

"My young man's a Cornishman

He lives in Camborne town,

I met him going up the hill

As I was coming down.

His eye is bright as Dolcoath tin,

His body as china clay,

His hair is dark as Werrington Wood

Upon St. Thomas Day.

He plays the rugby football game

On Saturday afternoon,

And we shall walk on Wilsey Down

Under the bouncing moon.

My young man's a Cornishman,

Won't leave me in the lurch,

And one day we shall married be

Up to Trura church.

He's bought me a ring of Cornish Gold,

A belt of copper made,

At Bodmin Fair for my wedding-dress

A purse of silver paid.

And I shall give him scalded cream

And starry-gazey pie,

And make him a saffron cake for tea

And a pasty for by and by.

My young man's a Cornishman,

A proper young man is he,

And a Cornish man with a Cornish maid

Is how it belongs to be."

QUOTE 

"It is necessary that Cornish boys and girls see

what is Cornish tradition and what is English

influence. Otherwise an English education is

being applied to Cornish children making them

less Cornish. Some do this innocently, some

ought to know better” – Mebyon Kernow – The

Education of Cornish Children, 1966

P  LAS AN TAVES     

This is Plas an Tavas = Language Place -
Introducing you to some daily Kernewek, the
ancient Celtic language of Cornwall today, to
practice.
Pronunciation? Cornish is mainly phonetic!

More: https://www.cornishdictionary.org.uk

In this issue you will learn about:   Welcoming

Notes: two op�ons for Welcome, ‘dhis’ is 

singular.  To hear these words, visit 'geryow an 

jydh'  / ‘word of the day’ in the resources 

sec�on of the Speak Cornish website: 

https://www.speakcornish.com

Some	Dialect	Words	or	Sayings

Brave (braave) – significant, long;   

Collar proud – not really enjoying work, as in 
cart-horses who have been brought into work 
after a spell when the collar may be rubbing 
tender skin;

Croust, crib – meal or tea break during work;   

Dashels – thistles;

Drekly – directly, but more likely to mean 
‘some unspecified time in the future’;

Dryth – drying (hay, wet clothes, etc); 

Emmet – ant; as in upcountry visitors 
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Kickshaw – a plaything, a toy; 

Likker – something outstanding, as in ‘proper 
likker’;

Linhay  (linney) – shed, probably for 
machinery:

Lollop (lop) – to walk a considerable distance, 
as in ‘brave ol’ lollop’;

Louster – work (hard);  

Maid – young female person;

Maized – not right in the head, a little mad;

Mowhay (mowey) – area for ricks of corn 
(wheat, oats, barley) waiting to be threshed;

‘ow be’e goin’ boy?’ – how are you?; 

Me ‘ansome (my handsome) – a friendly 
greeting;

Parky – cold temperature;

Pixy-led – diverted into some unfortunate 
situation; or doing something silly like putting 
shoes on the wrong feet;

Proper job – good; proper likker – really good, 
really outstanding;

Shippen – milking cow-shed

Tiddies – potatoes; 

Traipse – see lollop, as in ‘brave ol’ traipse’

Tuffs – Cornish splits or soft yeast based buns 
used for Cornish cream teas and don’t let 
anyone tell you that the cream should go on 
first which is what they do across the Tamar in 
Devon. Jam first and then the cream;

Where be ‘e off to? – where are you going?;    

Wisht – looking unwell;   

CANSW Public & Members Web Pages:

Please take time again to have a look through all
the pages on our newly hosted web site;
especially the NSW ‘Sites’ pages developed by
our own (late) Dr John Symonds. Tell your
friends! Suggested updates or new content are
welcome.

Web page:  https//cornishnsw.org

‘Sites’: https://cornishnsw.org/nsw/Towns
%20A-C/CANSWWelcome.html

Association Contact Cards are available – let us
know if you want some sent to you.

Sayings   - Wise words on Ageing

"I don’t plan to grow old gracefully. I plan 
to have face-lifts until my ears meet." - Rita 
Rudner 

Dates coming up ... Feast days of St Hilary
13th Jan, St Day 18th Jan, St Euny 1st Feb, St.
Piran 5th March

Editorial note:  C  ontent of this newsletter does not
necessarily reflect official views of the CANSW, but
rather contributors and sources! If someone is sick let
me know (get-well message), or other news please!  

The next Newsletter: No 414 due  for the months
of  , March/April 2025 - copy deadline  10 March
Contributions, which may be held for future use -

electronic – emailed - preferred) are welcome! 

Nr. 413  LYTHER NOWODHOW – NSW

Editor: c/o 34 Circular Avenue, Sawtell, 2452 Phone:

Mobile 0409 393 059 - or Landline Ph: 02 6699

2967

Email:  kevrenor@gmail.com
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   STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 2024   CORNISH ASSOCIATION OF NSW

                                        Income & Expenditure Statement for 2024 - as at 31/12/2024

This Year Comparisons →

INCOME $ 2024 2023 < Change % 2022 Notes

Membership Subscriptions $735.00 $655.00 12% $720.00 Includes advance paid fees during the year, for later years

Fund Raising / Functions

Fund raising $0.00 $0.00 #DIV/0! $0.00 Other than donations or sales eg. Raffles

Functions $0.00 $0.00 #DIV/0! $0.00 Functions, meetings, dinners, lunches, events (excl AGM)

Major functions $0.00 $0.00  $0.00 eg. in past Heritage Weekends 1994, 96, 98; 25YD '00

   Total  $0.00 $0.00 #DIV/0! $0.00

Sales  $83.00 $0.00  $215.50  

Donations $130.00 $200.00 -35% $45.00 Monetary donations only - not 'in kind' or services

Projects / Other

Operating  $0.00 $0.00  $0.00 eg. bank Interest only when received

Project/s $150.00 $0.00  $0.00 Special ‘ring fenced’ donations for 50yr Plaque

   Total $150.00 $0.00  $0.00

Total $1,098.00 $855.00 28% $980.50  

EXPENDITURE  2024 2023 Change % 2022

Newsletter   $883.40 $250.80 252% $359.80 Newsletter print/postage (incl. PPEnv Advance purchases)

Functions / Fund Raising    

 Fund Raising $0.00 $0.00  $0.00  

 Functions $75.00 $45.00  $0.00 Costs (excludes RELC AGM room)

  Major events eg. CHW $0.00 $0.00  $0.00  

  Total $75.00 $45.00  $0.00

Sales $0.00 $0.00  $0.00 Actual cost to our accounts of sales items, for resale

Operating & Projects

Misc Operating $330.00 $600.00 -45% $85.80

Affiliations $0.00 $0.00  $0.00  eg. CCA affiliation if paid, Family History group if paid

Materials & Equip $0.00 $0.00  $0.00

Project $631.08 $0.00  $0.00 Special – Jubillee Exp, 50yr Plaque

  Total $961.08 $600.00 60% $85.80  

Charges / Taxes $0.00 $0.00  $0.00 Bank / Govt charges etc. if any

Total $1,919.48 $895.80 114% $445.60  

OPERATING RESULT ON YEAR (- deficit) -$821.48 -$40.80 1913% $534.90 Please note Assets & Liabilities below!

Special note:  Approval for up to $500 for 50 year plaque:  Kind donations of $150 allowed extra features, with the final direct cost against approval = $441.08      

Result on accrual basis

Partial Balance Sheet * - Statement as at 31/12/24

ASSETS  2024 2023 Change % 2022

Balance at bank 31/12/24 6,610.21 7,431.59 -11.1% 7,472.49 As per Westpac Bank Statement

Secretary's Kitty - at 31/12/24 0.00 0.00  0.00 No advance – in debit – recoup of costs if any owing to Sec

Cash/chqs at hand as at 31/12/24 15.00 15.00 0.0% 50.00 Any cheques & cash 'in hand' at 31/12 not banked

Current assets - debtors etc. 395.00 342.50 15.3% 0.00 Debtors - RELC AGM ‘25 room paid in advance

Total 7,020.21 7,789.09 -10% 7,522.49
Note: excludes value of remaining pre paid envelopes, and labels. Rough est. $400+

LESS

LIABILITIES 2024 2023 Change % 2022

Unpresented cheques 0.00 0.00 0% 280.00  

Misc liabilities - to be paid/broug 395.00 342.50 0% 0.00 Money we owe (other than kitty) RELC AGM ‘25 payment

Total 395.00 342.50 15.3% 280.00  

FINANCIAL POSITION ('net worth') $6,625.21 $7,446.59 -11% $7,242.49  On a partial accrual basis only *

Note: excludes advanced paid fees for future years   * excludes value if any books,, held Sales items, Stock

E&OE    

This is the official Statement of Accounts of the CANSW for year ending 31/12/2024 in accordance with the Rules of the Association.
 

            J.P.Dunkerley Honorary Treasurer,  CANSW 13/01/25

(Draft reviewed by the Committee & adjusted as at 12/1/2025 *)

For Treasurer to formally report, for receipt, discussion & adoption at the AGM 8/3/2025

Incl AGM Room hire, misc minor items,
Non newsletter postage, printing, web site etc.


