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Messach	an	Bardh	Meur	 
Grand	Bard’s	message	 
 

Well, our bardic robes are back in the wardrobe and yes Jane 
had ironed them not me!  Now, I am convinced that my robe has 
shrunk. Jane says my neck has expanded… maybe, so I am con-
sidering buying a new one and, this is the important bit, donat-
ing the old one back to Peggy our Mestres an Dhillasva (Mistress 
of the Robes).  When I was barded in 1991 my bardic robe was 
given to me for a £5 donation to Newlyn Fishermen’s Mission.  
Today a bardic robe comes in at just under £200. 

So, if you don’t intend to come to Gorsedh or Gwarnyans or 
Awen anymore perhaps you could seriously consider giving it in 
for new bards who can’t afford a ϐlam new one.   

Also, if you are a friend or relative of a bard who has sadly 
passed away, it could be a lovely thing to pass their robes back.  
Mine belonged to a Newlyn ϐisherman, it may well be another 
way of remembering our former bards. 

Finally, you could up-grade and help a new bard by donating the 
old one.  It’s got to be easier than going on a diet. 

Pol Hodge 

Mab	Stenak	Veur,	 

Bardh	Meur	Kernow     
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Gwarnyans	2023	/	Proclamation	2023 

Last year, the Proclamation in Hayle was held in brilliant sunshine, but the rain fell in Sep-
tember. This year, the proclamation 
is Padstow was beset by the rain so 
we look forward to a brilliant day in 
September! Sadly the procession to 
the harbour and the ceremony had to 
be abandoned, but we had a lovely 
ceremony in St Petroc’s Church by 
kind permission of the couple who 
were marrying there later in the 
day—we were careful not to disturb 
the ϐlower arrangements on the 
pews. 

The Mayor of Padstow wel-
comed Gorsedh Kernow to the 
town and the Lady of Cornwall 
spoke beautifully. The small 
procession from the church 
rooms to the church itself was 
lovely. The ceremony was fol-
lowed by the AGM, the minutes 
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Kannas	Bardh	Meur	dewisys	nowydh	deklarys	 
New	Deputy	Grand	Bard	Elect	announced. 
 

 
It was announced at the Gorsedh Kernow AGM that 
following the election earlier this year, Loveday Jen-
kin, Myrgh	an	Tyr,	 has been elected as Kannas Bardh 
Meur, Deputy Grand Bard Elect.  
 
Loveday is well known for her work for Cornwall both 
with the language and through her work as a Council-
lor. 
 
In her election address, Loveday said, ‘I am … keen to 
ensure that Gorsedh Kernow is seen as a primary voice in 
public life in Cornwall and beyond. If I was elected to the 
position of Deputy Grand Bard in 2024 this would be a 
primary focus for my energies. Education and inspiration 
of our young people is very important. I wish to ensure 
that the Gorsedh remains relevant to young people for the 
next 100 years and that the special essence of Cornwall is 
nurtured and promoted for all.’ 

The installation of the next Grand Bard and Deputy Grand Bard will take place in the September 
Gorsedh in 2024. Keslowena Myrgh an Tyr! 

 

Gwerthow	an	Orsedh	/	Gorsedh	sales 

If you haven’t yet badged your car with a Gorsedh sticker, now 
is the time! Remember that the Gorsedh shop has not just stick-
ers, but jewellery, books, cards and 
other items for sale, with all pur-
chases beneϐitting Gorsedh Kernow. 
Take a look at the website to see 
what is on offer. If you have ideas 
for other items the Gorsedh might 

produce for sale, just let the merchandising group know. All 
thoughts welcome! 
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Solempnita	Awen:	2.30wh,	Dydh	Sul,	18	mis	Metheven	2023		 

Awen	Ceremony:	2.30pm,	Sunday	18	June	2023 

The Awen ceremony for 2023 will be held at Trewey	Kerrowe	stone	circle	(Tre	+	Dewi – 
David’s homestead, Kerrowe	-	forts) in Zennor,	West	Cornwall	by kind invitation of the 
Mann family. 

This is a fully robed event and details of the ceremony can be found in the blue A5 booklet. 
We will robe up from our own cars and gather in the parking ϐield to walk in procession. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend. The St Ives Community Choir, under the di-
rection of William Thomas, Caner	Pescador	will sing during the ceremony.  

The ground is rough in places and may be muddy if we have had rain, but this ceremony 
usually takes place whatever the weather!  

Please	note	the	new	start	time	for	the	ceremony. 

 

Directions	  

Trewey Kerrowe stone circle is located just outside of Zennor, off the B3306 St Ives to St 
Just coast road. OS map ref SW 4542 3751.  

From St Ives, follow the coast road to Zennor. Continue on past the right hand turning into 
Zennor village and follow the road up past Trewey Farm, through a sweeping left hand 
bend followed by a right-hand bend, then take the next turning on your left which is Trew-
ey Hill. There will be a GK sign on this corner.  

From St Just direction follow the coast road through Pendeen and Morvah, past the Gur-
nard’s Head pub/hotel and on until you pass the settlements of Boswednack and Poniou. 
After the sweeping left hand bend just before Kerrowe Farm take the next right into Trew-
ey Hill. There will be a GK sign on this corner. 

Trewey Hill climbs quickly, look out for further GK signs and when you start to plateau, a 
large privet shrub! At that point turn right through the ϐield opening and into the ϐield. Park 
in this ϐield but away from the entrance please. We will gather here to process to the stone 
circle which lies at 210 feet in the adjoining ϐield. 

 

About	Trewey	Kerrowe	stone	circle 

The 12 stones in this modern circle, selected from 
the stones of Trewey and Kerrowe, represent 
members of the Mann family that were alive at the 
time it was erected, with a special menhir just out-
side the circle representing the late Mr Arthur 
Mann. His son, Mr Harry Mann was a pageboy at 
GK’s 1963 ceremony at The Giant’s Rock when 
Talek was Grand Bard. Harry also knew fellow 
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bards Peter Pool (Gwas	Galva) and Audrey Pool (Keltya) who lived in various houses and 
cottages around the area and both are buried in St Senara’s Church cemetery, as is Mor-
don	and several members of Mordon’s	family. 

However, please note that Trewey Kerrowe Stone Circle is a PRIVATE site on private, 
working farmland. The Mann family have kindly agreed to GK using their family stone cir-
cle for our Awen ceremony but no other access is permitted to anyone at any other time. 
Well behaved dogs ON A LEAD are welcome on this special day only, but they must be 
kept under close control and any mess must immediately be cleaned up. 

 

Surrounding	landscape 

This historic landscape is full of interesting ancient sites including menhirs, Iron Age/
Romano British courtyard houses, hut circles, Bronze Age barrows, prehistoric ϐield 
boundaries, early medieval shallow shafts and a post medieval quarry. Ding Dong Mines 
with Tredinnick and Greenburrow engine houses can be seen on the distant skyline. Flint 
arrowheads, thought to be around 5000 years old, have been found in these ϐields by the 
family. There is information about Zennor including the geology of the area on the Zennor 
Parish Council website About Zennor – Zennor Parish (zennorparishcouncil.gov.uk) 

 

St	Senara’s	Church 

The church originally dates from the early C13th and was enlarged in the late Medieval 
period.  Building and improvements continued over the following centuries, including the 
addition of a ‘minstrels’ gallery at the west end of the church in 1773. By the late C19th 
the church had become neglected and restoration work was 
undertaken in 1890.  More info at The restoraƟon of Zennor 
Church – Diary of James Stevens of Zennor & Sancreed, West 
Penwith, Cornwall (1877 & 1892-1912) (wordpress.com) 

 

Refreshments	and	accommodation 

Refreshments and comfort stops can be found 
at the Moomaid café and The Tinners Arms, see 
info below. Both establishments get very busy 
so please arrive early if you wish to buy food 
and/or drinks. You are of course welcome to 
bring a picnic with you. 

../ cont. 
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Awen	Ceremony	2023		cont. 
 

Moomaid Café, Bridge House, Zennor, TR26 3BT. Tel 01736 793591 
www.moomaidofzennor.com  

Located at the site of the old Wayside Museum (now closed), just down the road to the left of 
The Tinners Arms pub. Serving teas, coffees, sandwiches, homemade cakes, cream teas, sun-
daes and a great selection of their own fabulous ice cream. Open daily from 10am - 5pm. 

(PLEASE	NOTE,	AS	AT	FEBRUARY	2023	THIS	VENUE	WAS	UP	FOR	SALE	ALTHOUGH	WE	
HOPE	IT	WILL	CONTINUE	AS	A	CAFÉ) 

 

The Tinners Arms local pub, Zennor TR26 3BY. Tel 01736 796927. Just off the B3306 St Ives 
to St Just coast road. Open inside and out 11am – 10pm Monday – Saturday & 12noon – 
10pm Sundays. Food served 12noon – 3pm, evening 5pm – 7.30pm. Find a table either inside 
or out and head to the bar to order. Dogs on leads very welcome. Built in 1271, The Tinners 
Arms has been at the heart of village life in Zennor for over 700 years. Originally built to ac-
commodate the masons who constructed St Senara’s Church, famous for its mermaid, little 
has changed over the years apart from the prices of course! 

 
If you fancy making a weekend of it then the Mann family have converted some of their 
barns on the family farm to holiday accommodation. There are three to choose from; 

Cringler’s Barn – see Zennor St Ives Holiday Cottage rental - Cringler's Barn Zennor St Ives 
(cornwall-online.co.uk) 

Heather Barn – see Brand newly converted 2 bedroom Barn conversion - Houses for Rent in 
Zennor, England, United Kingdom - Airbnb 

Gorse Barn – see Rural Barn in the heart of beautiful Zennor - Houses for Rent in Zennor, 
St.Ives, Cornwall, United Kingdom - Airbnb 

 
If you have any questions about the Awen ceremony please contact Delia Brotherton, Myr-
ghwyn	Melynor,	by email tirhatavas@outlook.com or telephone 01736 799305. 

 
Agas gweles ena / See you there. 
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Kovheans	/ In	Memoriam 

Mary	Ellis,	Ennwydhenn.	Initiated at Marazion, 1995. 
 
Douglas	Williams,	Lef	ha	Pluven.	Initiated at Hayle, 1976. Member of the Gorsedh Council and 
Lead Chanter at many ceremonies. His Bardic name reϐlected his lifelong commitment to journal-
ism and music. 
 
D	M	Thomas,	Prydydh	an	Carnow.	Initiated at Mount Charles in 1973. One of Cornwall’s most im-
portant literary ϐigures, DM Thomas was a poet, novelist, dramatist, biographer and translator. 
 
Evelyn	Russell	Cocks,	Gwythyas	Ertach	Byng.	 Carclaze & Australia. Initiated as a bard at the spe-
cial Gorsedh for Dehwelans at Pendennis, Falmouth, in 2002. A founder member of the Cornish As-
sociation of Sydney, he was also awarded the Australian Celtic Council honour of Duine Uasal 
(honoured person), also in 2002. 

Hwarvosow	a	dheu	/	What’s	On 
 
Church	Services	in	Cornish 

· June 4th Service for the Feast of St Petroc at 3 pm on Zoom  

· Friday 21st July:  Service on	the	beach	at	Marazion, time to be advised. Courtenay Rule is 
walking the Saints' Way and will ϐinish in Marazion. This will be a service at the end of her 
walk. 

Other	Events 

June 8—10: Royal Cornwall Show, Wadebridge 

June 17th: Murdoch Day, Redruth 

June 18th: Awen Ceremony, Zennor 

June 24th:  Mazey Day & Golowan Festival, Penzance 

June 24th—July 1st:   Speak Cornish Week.  Check the Speak Cornish facebook and website for 
   further details and events. 

July 15th: Holyer an Gof Awards, Kresen Kernow 

July 15th: Breton Gorsedd 

Aug 5th—12th:  Eisteddfod Genedlaethol, Boduan, Wales 

Aug 4th—13th: Lorient Interceltic Festival 

 

 

 



 

The next newsletter will be the special edition including all of 
the arrangements for the Gorsedh in September in Padstow 
and the mailing will include booking forms for tea and con-
cert as usual. 

 

Vacancies 
There are still vacancies as reported in the last newsletter. If 
anyone would like to become involved with the Ceremonial 
roles or with the Comms team, please contact enquir-
ies@gorsedhkernow.org.uk and your email will be forwarded 
to the correct person.  

Esedhvos	&	Gorsedh	Kernow	2023 

Lyther-Nowodhow	/	
Newsletter 
News and information 
for the next issue of the 
newsletter, and any 
news and events for the 
website, should be sent 
to 
news@gorsedhkernow.
org.uk by 15th June 2023 

If you currently receive 
the newsletter by post, 
have an email address 
and would like to re-
ceive the newsletter 
electronically, please 
tell the Membership 
secretary, David Hol-
man on Member-
ship@gorsedhkernow.o
rg.uk. You will also then 
receive the occasional 
interim postings which 
go only by email and 
make life much easier 
for the membership sec-
retary! 

 

www.gorsedhkernow.org.uk 

enquiries@gorsedhkernow.org.uk 

Follow us on Twitter 


