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Raglavar
Ranndir Lannust yn Pennwydh yw leun a istori, gans meyn kov koth ha tresoryow
hendhyskoniethel. Dustuni y istori a valweyth yw apert dres oll yn Penndin. Nyns yw brassa rann
an powdir distrewys ha Lannust hedhyw yw kemeneth ow seweni, gans tresoryow avel an Plen
an Gwari ha Chapel Tus Val orth y gres.
Nyns yw marthys bos lies a'n Verdh y'n lyver ma hendhyskonydhyon hag istorioryon, ha'ga
hevro dhe skians a'gan gonisogeth re beu pur vras. Berdh erel a's teves kevrennow dhe Japel
methodek y'n ranndir. Yma lymnoryon, skriforyon hag ilewydhyon a vri neb re oberis yn ta rag
an gemeneth teythyek. Berdh erel re studhyas Kernewek ha
lies anedha a bes dhe avonsya an yeth yn fordhow dihaval. Aga hwedhlow yw rych ha divers ha
marthys dhe redya yns i.
Y'n lyver hwi a wra kavos henwyn aswonys yn ta kepar ha Den Toll, Kyns Bardh Meur, neb a
gemeras rann vras yn lies kowethas kernewek hag onan a’n kynsa eseli Kesva an Taves
Kernewek o ev.
Hanow le aswonys yw Gwas Ust, neb re bia onan a’n kynsa berdh dhe Vosskawen y'n Un yn
1928. Y ober gans kovathow pluw re beu talvosek fest dhe dus usi ow hwilas aga istori teylu dres
an bledhynnyow.
Pub Bardh diskwedhys y’n lyver ma re wrug kevro a vri dhe Lannust, y gemeneth ha’y istori.
An lyver yw gwrys yn form besyel ha grassa a wren dhe’n Bagas Kovskrifow ha Dyllans
Gorsedh Kernow neb re wrug oberi fest yn tiwysyk rag ri dhyn an chons dhe redya an hwedhlow
dynyansek ma.

Foreword
The land around St Just in Penwith is steeped in history, with ancient monuments and
archaeological treasures. The evidence of its rich mining history is obvious, particularly in
Pendeen. The countryside around is largely unspoilt and St Just today is a thriving community,
with such treasures as the Plen an Gwari and the Miners’ Chapel at its centre.
It is not surprising then that many of the bards in this book are archaeologists and historians
whose contributions to the knowledge of our heritage have been very significant. Others have
links with Methodism in the area. There are notable artists, writers and musicians as well as
people who have worked very hard for the local community. Others have studied the Cornish
language and many are continuing to promote it in different ways. Their stories are rich and
varied and provide a fascinating read.
In the book you will find some familiar names, such as Den Toll, former Grand Bard, who took a
major role in many Cornish associations and was a founder member of the Kesva an Taves
Kernewek, the Cornish Language Board.
One name less familiar is that of Gwas Ust, who became one of the very first bards at Boscawen
Un in 1928. His work with parish records has been invaluable to genealogists over the years.
Every Bard featured in this book has made a significant contribution to St Just, its community
and history. This book is produced in digital format and we thank the Gorsedh Kernow Archives
and Publication Committee for their research, giving us the opportunity to read these fascinating
stories.
Elizabeth Carne Melennek
Grand Bard Gorsedh Kernow
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Deceased Bards of the St Just in Penwith Area
Richard Daniel Angove, 1917-1992
Scryfer Kernow (Writer of Cornwall)
Bodmin, 1979 for Cornish studies and writings.
Richard Angove was born in 1917 at Polgigga, near St Levan and
married Sybil L Semmens from Crowlas. For thirty-five years he worked
for Cable and Wireless at Porthcurno and then worked for eight years
with Cornwall County Council’s Planning Department. He had a deep
love of his county, its history and proud industrial past. He had a large
library and an extensive collection of newspaper cuttings about the
Duchy. As a result he produced many well-written, soundly researched,
articles and features for the newspapers, especially on transport, including the Great Western
Railway. Many articles appeared in the feature ‘Cornwall down the Years’ in the West Briton. He
was a member of the Penzance Old Cornwall Society and the Morrab Library. His large
collection of over 3,000 photographs and old postcards was deposited at the Morrab Library as
‘The Angove Collection’. Richard Angove died in September 1992.
Main Sources:
Mrs Lucilla Dale
Gorsedh Kernow Archive

Samuel Angove, 1876-1957
An Gof (The Smith)
Padstow, 1951 for archaeological work in West Penwith
Samuel Angove was born in the hamlet of Treen in the parish of St
Levan on 24 November 1876. His father was Samuel Angove, an
agricultural labourer, born in St Levan, and his mother was
Elizabeth Boase, born in St Buryan. He married Louisa Ridge from
Plymouth, Devon in 1907.
Early in his adult life Sam worked at the butter making factory at St
Levan Bottoms, but later moved to work as a sculleryman in the kitchens at the student’s quarters
for Eastern Telegraph Company at Porthcurmo. At this time he met the archaeologist J G
Marsden who was carrying out some work I the area. Sam became enthusiastic in searching his
local area, which included Treryn Dinas with the Iron Age fort. He found a vast number of
Mesolithic items and displayed them in his own small museum in his cottage where he later ran
the village shop with his wife. Also discovered was a very rare Roman denarius of about 100BC.
Along with Mr Marsden he excavated at nearby Crean where he found an incinerary urn which
was later displayed at the Royal Cornwall Museum, Truro.
In 1915 Mr Marsden referred to Sam in an article for the Prehistoric Society of East Anglia and
he was at some time invited to speak at the Oxford University Archaeological Society but this
shy, retiring Cornishman turned down the invitation. Many interested students sought him out in
the village over the years to discuss his finds. Sam also performed as Quince in Rowena Cade’s
first two productions of ‘A Midsummers Nights Dream’, the first Minack Theatre production at
Crean in 1929. Samuel Angove died on 9 January 1957.
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Main Sources:
Mrs Margaret Williams, great niece
www.ancestry.co.uk

Benjamin Francis Angwin, 1898-1973
Map Ust (Son of St Just)
Boscawen Un, 1937 for services to music
Barded at Boscawen-Un, near Penzance in 1937 for services to music
Benjamin Angwin was born on 14 February, 1910 to Andrew Angwin, a
butcher born in St Just, and Lucy Thomas, also from St Just. He married
twice, first to Mary Lynch in London in 1932 and after his divorce, to
Mabel Rich on 6 November 1945 in Truro.
Benjamin was a schoolmaster, organist and choirmaster. He was music
master at Bloxham School, Oxford between 1933 and 1935, after which
he became music master at St Lawrence Royal Military School, Sanawar,
India. Two years later he was appointed music master at Strathallan School, Perthshire and then
between 1939 and 1971 he was music master at the Great Yarmouth Grammar School, except
during the war years 1941-45. During this time he lectured and conducted. He was conductor of
Great Yarmouth Musical Society between 1959 and 1953, and he was Master of the Music at
Great Yarmouth Parish Church between 1951 and 1972
He was a member of the Worshipful Company of Musicians in the City of London, having been
installed on 18 January 1938. He was appointed to the Court of Assistants, then Junior Warden,
Senior Warden and finally Master of the Musicians Company in 1972-73. He died on 7 May
1975
Main Sources:
www.ancestry.co.uk
Gorsedh Kernow Archive

Benjamin Francis Angwin, 1931-2012
Gwas Lafrowda (Servant of Lafrowda)
Hayle, 1999 for services to Cornwall
Benjamin Angwin was born in 1931 at Carrallack Terrace, St Just. The
house was built by his grandfather at the turn of the 19 th century. He
married Ethel Cuddy in 1953 in St Just. Like his father he was a doorto-door butcher; the business was known as the Angwin Brothers.
Because Benjamin had been a farmer and a butcher, he had an
exhaustive local knowledge. He sang as a tenor in both Penzance and
St Just Operatic Societies. He was a Mayor of St Just on two
occasions, having joined St Just Town Council in 1970 (he was one of
only five town councillors across Penwith to be highlighted as having
a one hundred per cent attendance rate for council meetings), and he
also became a Councillor on Penwith District Council. He was the driving force to procure the
Nancherrow premises for Youth Work.
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He became an active member of St Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall Society, along with his wife
Ethel, and became its dialect recorder. As well as being extremely knowledgeable on local
history he also collected Cornish sayings and words. He was known to be friendly to all and he
got to talk to everybody in the local community. His aim was to attempt to keep jobs in the local
area. Benjamin Angwin was named St Just Citizen of the Year two weeks before he died.
Campaigns that he was involved in included: marching to London in order to lobby Parliament to
keep Geevor tin mine open; saving West Cornwall Hospital, and saving the boulders at Porth
Nanven Cove, St Just, from the stone hunters. He died in November 2012.
Main Source:
Gorsedh Kernow Archives

John Casley, 1883-1968
Den Skentyl Morva (Wiseman of Morvah)
Trencrom, Lelant, 1953 for the study of history of Morvah parish
John Casley was born in 1883 in Morvah. His father was John Casley, a
servant to John Quick, a farmer, and was born in Morvah, while his mother
was Christiana Noye from Sancreed. At the time of the 1911 census the
family were living at Trevowan, Morvah. He worked on his father’s farm. His
folk songs recordings, including ‘Camborne Hill’ and ‘The Tree in the Wood’
are mentioned on the website: folktrax.org. The British Library Sound
Archive has a recording of him singing. John Casley died in 1968.
Main Sources:
www.ancestry.co.uk
folktrax.org
Photograph form the British Library Sound Archive

Elizabeth Dorothy Chirgwin, 1901-1981
Gwreg Map Melyn, (Wife of Map Melyn)
Bude Castle, 1961 for services to folk dancing
Elizabeth Chirgwin was Mistress of the Robes for the Gorsedh both before and after bardship
was awarded. She was born Elizabeth Dorothy Thomas, the youngest of eight children, on 25
November 1901 at Carn Bosavern, St Just. Her father was Peter Thomas, a farmer. Her mother
was Margaret Jane Badcock. Both parents were also born in St Just. She attended Kelynack
School and became a teacher. Although unqualified, it was later felt that she should be certified
because of her long experience. She married Newlyn-born Edwin Chirgwin, a teacher and then a
headmaster, in 1924 at St Just. He also became a bard with the name Map Melyn (Son of the
Mill). She died 2 February 1981
Main Sources:
www.ancestry.co.uk
Gorsedh Kernow Archives
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Reverend Christopher Benson Crofts, 1883-1955
Gwas Beryan, (Servant of St Buryan)
Mount Charles, Menhir, 1949 for archaeological work for West Cornwall Field Club
Christopher Crofts was born on 10 October 1883 at Atcham, Shropshire. His father was Arthur Crofts,
and his mother, Mary, was the niece of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Edward White Benson (1829 –
1896). His grandfather had been John Crofts (1811-1888) who set up the Leeds wool and worsted
manufacturer, John Crofts & Co. In 1901 the family were living in Hammersmith, London. He
married Avery May Page in 1915 in Kensington, London
Christopher was educated at St Paul’s School, London and then St
Edmond Hall, Oxford, training to go into the church. He became a
Deacon in Nassau, Bahamas, in 1908, at All Saints St Margaret;
then was ordained priest in 1909, also in Nassau. He was
appointed Rector of Cat Island between 1909 and 1910; St
Thomas, Turks Islands with St George, East Caicos between
1901-1914; and St Ann, Nassau between 1915 and 1922. He
became Head Master of Nassau Grammar School from 1916 to
1922. Before he left the Bahamas he was appointed Diocesan
Registrar in Nassau from 1921 to 1922. In 1923 he moved to England where he was vicar of a Church
in Bideford, Devon between 1923 and 1925. Following that, he spent the rest of his life in Cornwall,
becoming Rector of St Buryan from 1925 until his death in 1955.
While in Cornwall he became very interested in archaeology; becoming President of the West
Cornwall Field Club. He wrote the following books: A Guide to the Excavations at Bodrifty, Mulfra
(West Cornwall Field Club guide series no. 3), 1954; A Short History of St Buryan, 1955; Eglosberrie
(Domesday Book); The Kings Free Chapel of S Berian (Patent Rolls, 1301); Collegia Sancte Beriane
and the Interim Report of 1939-1948 Seasons - Excavations at Maen Castle, Cornwall, 1948. He was
President of the West Cornwall Field Club.
Main Sources:
Crockford’s Clerical Directory 1949
Who’s Who in Cornwall, 1935
Website: stivesart.info – Cecil Sidgwick biography – Chapter 16 – Circle of friends and family in the
1920s by David Tovey, Cornish Art Historian
www.ancestry.co.uk

Dr Arnold Pearce Derrington DFC Known as Derry, 1922-2016
Carer Penwyth, (Lover of Penwyth)
Marazion, 1990 for services to the West Penwith area
Dr Derrington was born on 2 March 1922 at Whitford, near
Seaton in Devon. His father was Theodore Pearce Derrington
and his mother was Nina Jackson from Porthgwarra. The
family moved to St Erth when Arnold was eighteen months
old. He attended primary school at St Erth and Marazion and
Penzance County School from 1933-1939. He studied at St
Luke’s College, Exeter and University of Reading followed by
the University of Manchester and then at the Empire Air
Navigation School, Shanbury, Shropshire. On 27 December
1945 he married Mary Helen Crabb at St John the Baptist,
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Pendeen. She was a teacher and also a bard (see below).
During the Second World War he served in the RAF, and was a Navigator of operations and also
an instructor. He was awarded the DFC, as he had completed thirty-one flying operations over
Germany during Bomber Command’s campaign.
Dr Derrington taught at the Stennack School, St Ives and then became Deputy Head at Cape
Cornwall County School from 1948 to 1960. From 1960 to 1968 he was Headmaster at St Buryan
County Primary School, following which he became lecturer and then senior lecturer in the
History of Education at Manchester University, between 1972-1983. He wrote many articles for
the Old Cornwall Society journals including school memories, in 1930. His PhD thesis was on
Education and the Disestablishment Movement, and was awarded by Manchester University in
1979. He gave two Canon Taylor Memorial Lectures and addressed neighbouring Old Cornwall
Societies on the locally notable Thomas family. He also gave talks on the Cornish author J C
Tregarthen. He was appointed President of St Erth Band and was an active and founder member,
from 1959, of St Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall Society. On his retirement in 2015, after being a
member for fifty years, the Society presented him with a camellia bush and a Celtic Cross. He
had founded the society to record and publish information regarding Cornish history, topography,
traditions and dialect.
He had a very wide number of interests including rural life, reading, family history, beekeeping,
gardening, biography and travel (in particular to Australia, Canada, South Africa and Brittany).
He was an Anglican lay reader and undertook research into the history of education.
He died 30 October 2016, and his funeral was held at Madron Parish Church.
Main Sources:
Articles about his memories in the Western Morning News 7 November 2012 by Simon Parker –
‘Veteran airman relives dark days of battle that crushed Hitler’s ambitions’)

Mary Helen Derrington MBE, 1920-2015 Known as Helen
Chun, (Place name)
St Ives, 1966 for services to Cornwall
Helen Derrington was born Mary Helen Crabb, on 1 June 1920 at Pendeen.
Her father was William Crabb, a tin miner and her mother was Mary Jane
Trembath. She attended Pendeen Girls School between 1925 and 1930,
followed by Penzance County School between 1930 and 1938. She became a
probationer teacher at Pendeen from 1938 to 1945, being trained by the local
head teacher. During the Second World War she taught at the Stennack
Primary School in St Ives. Her special skills were artistic, especially in
calligraphy and needlework. She married Dr Arnold Pearce Derrington on 27
December 1945 at Pendeen Church. He was a teacher and then later a head
teacher. He was also a bard – Carer Penwyth.
She joined the Pendeen W.I. in 1958 and became W.I. County President. She
was also a Church Treasurer and Sunday School teacher at Pendeen. She was a
founder member of St Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall Society; becoming elected to the Federation’s
executive, and served as President for two years from 1983 and 1985. She was Recorder of FolkSongs for the Federation. She was frequently found giving talks to other Cornish societies throughout
the county. She was a Parish, District and Cornwall County councillor, being thirteen years with the
latter. While a Parish Councillor she became Mayor of St Just and Pendeen from 1978 to 1980, and
was the town’s first female mayor. Because her daughter had disabilities she and her husband spent
much of their lives raising funds for Mencap and the Home Farm Trust, which offers sheltered
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accommodation and support to those who cannot always cope alone. At the same time she worked
hard to establish the Bellair Day Care Centre for the young and elderly at Penzance.
Helen Derrington raised funds in Pendeen for the local band and for a children’s play area. She
was involved with the British Heart Foundation and Royal British Legion, among other charities.
She spent five years in the US and made trips to Australia to visit family members. She was
awarded the MBE in 1995 for fifty years of voluntary service and in 1978 she was awarded the
London Cornish Association Shield for her work for Cornwall. In 1991 she and her husband were
nominated for a Western Morning News Citizenship Award for services to their local
community. She died in November 2015.
Main Sources:
Ann Trevenen Jenkin, November 2015
Grosedh Kernow Archives

Reverend Julyan Drew, 1955-2019
Hwillor an Golow, (Seeker of the Light)
Newlyn, 2019
Created a Bard at a special ceremony in his own home in Newlyn on 11 June 2019 for his work
as chaplain to Penlee RNLI, Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service and Penzance Town Council
Julyan Drew was born in Penzance, the first of four
children to Jack and Joan Drew, on 21 July 1955. Jack
was from a Mousehole family, and Joan (nee Semmens)
was from St Buryan. The family moved to the south east
of England, where Julyan undertook his secondary
education at Palmers Grammar School in Grays, Essex.
After school early employment included a stint with the
HM Customs, before the family returned to Penzance in
the mid 1970s.
Julyan married Elizabeth (nee Stevens) of Sancreed in 1974. On his return to Cornwall, he joined
Mebyon Kernow and became actively engaged in local politics. He was election agent for Colin
Murley in the 1979 General Election; for Colin Lawry (Den Lulyn) in many Council elections
from 1981 to 2002 and for a number of other MK candidates in and around Penzance. Julyan also
stood as a candidate for MK in a District Council election. Julyan was Chairman of MK from
1983 to 1985.
His employment back in Cornwall included working in a photolab, a spell as a self-employed
builder, working for Social Services in a children’s home, as a teaching assistant in a secondary
school and as a social work assistant at West Cornwall Hospital in Penzance. He became a lay
preacher in the Methodist Church in the 1990s, and subsequently he was ordained and started a
period of twenty-two years as a Minister in the Penzance Circuit. This became the West Cornwall
Circuit, with Julyan taking special responsibility for churches in Newlyn, Mousehole and St Just.
After his appointment into ordained ministry, Julyan and Liz made their home in Newlyn. Their
children Talwyn, Trevelyan and Tremaen – with their own families – all live in Newlyn as well.
Julyan took a very active part in the local community, being a hands-on Chaplain for Penzance
Town Council, the RNLI Penlee lifeboat, and the Cornwall Fire Brigade, supporting the stations
in Penzance, St Just and St Ives. An enthusiastic singer, Julyan was a member of Newlyn Male
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Choir for a time in the 1980s, and this included singing on a tour to Brittany when Penzance was
twinned with Concarneau. He sang in the YMCA-based Govenek Choir under Stephen Lawry
(Kessenyans Down). He was President of Mousehole Male Voice Choir, a role which he
undertook with his usual good humour and enthusiasm.
A campaigner for social justice, he used his Penlee lifeboat contacts to good effect when making
arrangements for children bereaved or made homeless in the Grenfell Tower fire in London in
2017, allowing them to enjoy a special time in Cornwall. This was part of what he did in the
‘Cornwall Loves Grenfell’ project. He was greatly moved to be created as the first Grenfell
Community Hero in recognition of this.
Julyan passed away on 25 July 2019. In Mebyon Kernow’s 60th Anniversary book, published in
1980 he wrote: ‘It is not enough to seek a self-governing Cornwall and then to then work for
social justice. The two must go hand in hand’.
Main Source:
Colin Lawry (Den Lulyn)

Bryan Earl, 1926-2017
Whythrer Defnyth Tardha, (Researcher of Explosives)
St Just, 1998
Bryan Earl was born in 1926 in Edinburgh. He married Gillian Skottowe in
Winchester in 1970. He was a mining historian, author and researcher. After the
Second World War he attended Camborne School of Mines; later he received an MA
at Cranfield Institute of Technology, in 1972.
During the Second World War, from December 1943, he was a Bevin Boy; one of
the young men conscripted to work in local coalmines. He continued working in the mines until March
1948. It was as a result of this experience that he decided to train as a mining engineer at the
Camborne School of Mines. He worked abroad, mining copper in Africa for some years in
experimentation and as a trouble-shooter. He became an expert in explosives and spent much of his
working life in the Technical Service Department, Imperial Chemical Industries, Nobel Division,
working for ten years on the application of explosives to mining, quarrying and prospecting. In the
1950s he moved to Sennen and became a freelance mining consultant.
He wrote many articles and learned papers, including: Cornish Mining: The Techniques of Metal
Mining in the West of England, Past and Present, 1968, reprinted 1994 (a classic on the development
of the technical side of mining over the centuries); Cornish Explosives, 1978, reprinted 2006; and the
Cornish Arsenic Industry, 1996. He was a leading member and later President of the Trevithick
Society, and in this position influenced and helped researchers in his area for a generation. It is said
that he may have been the first man to smelt tin in a ‘model blowing house’ for several hundred years.
He retained a considerable interest in the archaeology of mining and smelting, including the aerial
photography of mining areas. He was involved in researches into pre-historic mining that took him to
Turkey and the United States of America on many occasions. Bryan Earl died 27 February 2017. His
memorial service was held at Pendeen Parish Church
Main Source:
Information from www.mindat.org/mesg-6-407009.html
Gorsedh Kernow Archives
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John Trevorrow Harry, 1941-2017
Kessenyans, (Harmony)
Pensilva, 2002 for services to St Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall Society and music in
Cornwall
John Harry was born in 1941 in St Just. He was a pianist and organist,
Cornish poet and raconteur. He started playing the piano when he was
eight years old. He worked at Geevor tin mine for twenty-three years,
until its closure, and then helped in a voluntary capacity at the Pengarth
Centre in Morrab Gardens. He later became a member of the permanent
staff.
He was an accompanist of Mousehole Male Voice Choir for twenty-two
years until 2006 under four musical directors. Up until his death in 2017
John happily assisted the Choir whenever required, and played the organ
at all the Choir’s concerts held in Paul Church, including the popular
Christmas concerts. He was organist at St Buryan Church, St Just Free Church and Tredavoe
Chapel and accompanist for St Just Operatic Society, Penzance Ladies Orpheus Choirs and the
Kerenza Singers. He played the organ for St Just Parish Church from the age of 15. He was an
authority on the Methodist Chapels of the West Penwith area and had ‘followed the path of the
Wesley brothers’ in the locality’s history. He wrote an article ‘A Walk by Tregeseal and
Nancherrow, St Just’ for the Spring 1982 edition of the Old Cornwall Journal. He was a founder
member of St Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall Society, and held the offices of President and
Honorary Treasurer. He would never refuse an invitation to aid a charity or church with his
music.
On the 40th anniversary of being organist at Paul Church, and in tribute to his dedication, he was given
a surprise concert and reception at the church. Over the years thousands have enjoyed the Cornish
dialect humour in his original local poems and stories, extolling the history, characters and local
incidents of Cornwall. He died 15 February 2017 at Treliske Hospital. The funeral was held at St Pol
de Leon Church in Paul.
Main Sources:
Information on: www.mlouseholdmalevoicechoir.com/John-Harry.html
Gorsedh Kernow Archives

Sheila Cavell Hicks, 1916-2008
Lywores Kernow, (Painter of Cornwall)
Hayle, 1999 for cultural services to Cornwall through art and music
Born Sheila Warren on 7 December 1916 at Bosliven Farm, St Buryan, her
father was Richard Warren, a farmer and her mother was Laura Augusta
Pengelly. The Warrens had connections with the local bakery chain of that
name. She became a watercolour painter and sculptor. She was educated at
West Cornwall School for Girls and Penzance School of Art under the principal
Mr J W Lias, specialising in watercolour painting. She studied sculpture at the
School with Barbara Tribe.
On 16 October 1940 Sheila Warren married Roy Hicks at St Just Church. He was a farmer and the
couple lived and worked at Tregiffian Farm on the cliffs above Sennen. Following her husband’s
death in 1989, she moved into the Queen’s Hotel in Penzance, which was owned by her daughter and
8

son-in-law, and there she became Director and part-owner. She was interested in all things Cornish –
art, music, poetry, literature, philosophy, Christian and mystic. She studied theosophy, philosophy,
poetry and literature and travelled widely. She became a supporter of the Newlyn Male Voice Choir.
As a well-known artist she became a member of the Newlyn Society of Artists, the Water Colour
Society of Artists, London, and an Associate of the Penwith Society of Arts in St Ives. She exhibited
at the Welsh Royal Academy, the Royal Institute Gallery, London, the Society of Women Artists,
London, and the Summer Salon Show, London. She also exhibited at the Paris Salon in the 1950s and
showed her work with the Royal Institute of Painters in Watercolour and the Society of Women
Artists. She was quick to disavow that she had any right to the name ‘Cavell’ which she had adopted
in her teen years, because of her admiration for Edith Cavell, the nurse heroine of World War One.
She died on 19 June 2008 in Penzance. One of the articles written at the time of her death described
Sheila Hicks as having ‘a special talent for radiating sunshine, whatever the occasion’.
Main Sources:
Information on https://cornwallartists.org/cornwall-artists/sheila-hicks
Gorsedh Kernow Archives

Henry Richard Hodge
Ystoryer Gonys Tyr, (Historian of Agriculture))
Glasney, Penryn, 1974 for the history of Cornish agriculture
The historian Henry Hodge worked at Redruth Bacon Factory, possibly on the scientific side. He had
an interest in Cornish agriculture and wrote ‘An ice works at Dozmary Pool, Altarnun’ in the autumn
edition of the Old Cornwall Journal. He was a member of the Cornish Waterwheels Preservation
Society, which later became the Trevithick Society
Main Source:
Gorsedh Kernow Archives

James (Jim) Hosking, 1930-2011
Den Gweras, (Man of the Soil)
Merry Maidens, St Buryan, 1986 for services to his local Old Cornwall Society and the
history of agriculture in Cornwall
James Hosking was born 1930 at Trembothick, St Buryan. His parents were
Pearce and Rene Hosking. He attended school at St Buryan and left at the age
of thirteen, following which he worked on Trembothick Farm along with his
parents and older brother John. Later he farmed there with his wife Jean, who
he married in 1952. He had a love of machinery and spent time rebuilding and
restoring hedges in the traditional way. He also liked photography; developing
and printing some of his own pictures. He was asked frequently by local
groups to give slide shows.
Jim was an originator of the West Cornwall Grassland Society and founder
member of the St Buryan Agricultural Preservation Society which now runs a
very successful rally. He was also a founder member of the St Buryan Old Cornwall Society and
for many years was its President. He was a steward at the local ploughing match and committee
member of the West of England Steam Engine Society. He was actively involved in NAAS
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(National Agricultural Advisory Service) which undertook research using new substances such as
Gramoxone. Jim helped with experimental work on strip and paddock grazing with a view to
developing dairy farming. He restored his father’s threshing machine and his uncle’s ‘Oliver 90’
and subsequently three ‘Field Marshalls’. These machines were taken to rallies every year. He
and his wife bought a beautiful showman’s caravan, which they restored and decorated.
Jim Hosking died on 9 March 2011.
Main Source:
Gorsedh Kernow Archive

Charles Howard Jewell, 1915-1987
Yuthel, (Cornish form of Jewell – Family name)
Royal Institution, Truro, 1944 for his study of place names, field names, history of Sennen
Church and Parish, also St Buryan and St Levan
Local historian Charles Jewell was born in September 1915 in Sennen, his parents being Charles
and Lily Jewell. He attended Penzance Grammar School, and took up the position of a clerk at R
& H V Davy Wine Merchants, Market Jew Street, Penzance, following which he worked for
Primrose, later Unigate Dairies at St Erth. During the Second World War he served in the St John
Ambulance.
His interests were research, drawing, reading, walking, old inns, Cornish
history and heritage generally, archaeology, botany, writing, poetry,
research and use of the Cornish language. He was a devout Christian and
churchman and attended pilgrimages to Walsingham. He was a member
of the Penzance Old Cornwall Society where, for many years, he was its
Recorder and then became its President. He was a member of the
Morrab Library Committee, and the Honorary Secretary of Penzance
Natural History and Antiquarian Society. He went as a pilgrim to
Brittany, corresponding with the Abbott and Fathers of Landevennec. He
was a server at St Mary’s Church, Penzance and he was the last secretary
of the Old Penzance Natural History and Antiquarian Society, which
ceased to exist about 1962. His knowledge of Cornwall was immense,
but his historical work concentrated on his native parish of Sennen and its neighbouring parishes
of West Penwith.
Charles Jewell wrote an article on ‘Church Bells’ in Doidges Almanac, and a ‘History of Crying
the Neck’. His greatest work was his unpublished ‘History of Sennen’, which he bequeathed to
the Royal Institution of Cornwall with all his other historical papers, so that they would be
permanently available for consultation. He also wrote ‘Half a Century for Penzance’, in the
Spring 1977 edition of the Old Cornwall Journal. He was awarded the Jenner Cup, and died 23
January 1987.
Main Source:
Gorsedh Kernow Archive
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Alan Knight, 1940-2014
Marghek a Gan, (Knight who Sings)
Falmouth, 2000 barded for examination in the Cornish language
Alan Knight was born 20 November 1940, and started learning to read before attending school. He
passed the 11+ and was awarded a scholarship to Wellington School where he became a Wireless
Sergeant in the Cadet Force. He joined the Radio Section in the Engineer-in-Chief’s Department of
Cable and Wireless on 1 September 1959. He was very proud of the fact that he did the measurements
and chose the site for the earth-station on Ascension Island. He was seconded to Mercury
Communications, which he didn’t enjoy and was then sent to
Porthcurno, where he enjoyed the challenge of teaching enthusiastic
young engineers from Cable & Wireless branches all over the world.
In 1963 he married Elizabeth Scott, who also became a bard (Kantol
Gann – Bright Star)
When Cable and Wireless told employees it would cease operations at
Porthcurno, colleague Bob Nott spoke to him about starting a small business to write software for
telecommunications training. This was how PTT started.
In his spare time he sang first in the Bromley Singers and Anglican Church music had always been
important to him. He took an active interest in the history and culture of his adopted Cornwall. Both
Alan and his wife studied the Cornish language. He wrote music for evensong in Cornish. He founded
the Penwith Deanery Choir and ran it for fourteen years. He died 13 March 2014.
Main Source:
Gorsedh Kernow Archive

Donald Watkins Matthews, MRSH, Minst., BE, MICW, 1916-2004
Map Bosworlas, (Son of Bosworlas)
Camborne School, 1994 for involvement with local and family history and Old Cornwall
Society
Donald Matthews who took a deep interest in family history was born on 6 August 1916 at Jasmine
House, Bosworlas Moor, St Just. His parents were Richard Matthews and Ida Watkins (nee Maynard).
From 1921 to 1929 he attended Kelynack Primary School. Then from 1929 to 1933 he attended
Penzance County School for Boys. He started a five-year apprenticeship with the Cornwall Electric
Power Company in 1934, becoming an electrician. His military service saw him volunteering for
flying duties in the RAF, but he was discharged on medical grounds. He then served as a marine
electrical fitter, servicing and repairing merchant and Royal Navy fleets. He married Mavis William at
Gulval Church on 18 June 1941.
After the Second World War he worked for the Cornwall Electric Power Company and was involved
with Rural Electrical Expansion scheme, agricultural and horticultural engineering, and then building
and civil engineering. He joined the staff of Herbert Lapworth Partners, consulting engineers for the
West Cornwall Water Board in 1963, where he was engaged on the Drift Dam project. He continued
with civil engineering projects as a Resident Engineer in Oxfordshire and Cornwall. He retired in
1981.
Donald was interested in researching the Manor of Lawfrowda’s history, together with Cornish and
local mining history and genealogy. Following his retirement he gave talks on mining, local and
family history to local groups. He was a member of St Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall Society and
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was President in 1989 for three years, after which he served as a Vice-President. He became a member
of the Cornwall Family History Society. He drafted an alphabetical list of all the inhabitants of the
parish hamlet by hamlet – covering the years 1588 to 1596 as well as producing a parish map. He was
Treasurer of the St Just Parochial Church Council. Discovering that he had descendants living in
Australia, the United States and New Zealand, he made links with Cornish Associations in these
countries.
He spent many hours making cassette tapes as gifts, containing detailed information about the history
and customs of the locality. These include musical interludes featuring Cornish music. He supplied the
Cornish Choir in Bendigo, Australia, with musical scores of traditional songs and carols which were
greatly appreciated. One of his most popular tapes took the form of a commentary made during an
imaginary flight over the Parish of St Just, which enabled the recipients, whose ancestors had
emigrated, to picture more clearly the countryside of their roots. Donald Matthews died in February
2004 in St Just.
Main Source:
Gorsedh Kernow Archives

Hugh John Miners, 1914-2009
Den Toll, (Revenue Man)
Predannack Cross, Mullion, 1957 for proficiency in the Cornish language
Writer and poet Hugh Miners was Deputy Grand Bard between 1976 and 1982
and Grand Bard between 1982 and 1985. He was born on 13 March 1914 at
Heamoor, Penzance. His parents were Edwin Brooks Miners and Emmeline
Florence Hunt. He attended a private school in Penzance and then Penzance
County School. His first job was with the Post Office and then he joined Customs
& Excise where he was a customs officer in Bristol and London. He married
Maisie Joan Pickstock on 8 April 1939 in Stafford. She was made a bard in 1979 (Jowanna)
In the early 1950s he was sent to Lagos, Nigeria, to help prepare the Nigerian Civil Service for
independence. While there he became a founder member of Lagos RFC in 1952, and the same
year he played cricket for both Nigeria and Gold Coast teams. On his return he taught Cornish
and he retired in 1975 and moved to St Just.
Hugh Miners was involved with many organisations. In 1962 he was a founder member of the
Gorsedh’s examination language board; in 1962-1964 he was Vice Chairman of the London
Cornish Association, when he became Chairman and later Secretary of the Bristol Cornish
Association. In 1967 he was a founder member of the Cornish Language Board and from 1977 he
was Co-Chairman of the Board. Between 1975 and 1984 he had various spells as Chairman of the
Penzance Old Cornwall Society and between 1977 and 1979 he was President of the Federation.
He was very interested in walking, and between 1980 and 1984 he was Chairman of the West
Cornwall Footpath Association and the in the 1970s he was a council member of the Cornwall
branch of the CPRE. He was an Honorary Life Member of the Cornwall Heritage Trust and in
1987 he was a founder member of the Cornish Music Guild.
His publications included ‘History of the Gorsedh (1928-1978) (First Fifty years)’; he published
the complete list of bards from September 1928 with their year of initiation and bardic names. He
worked on a biography of the Cornish-born Wagnerian tenor and bard, John Trelevan, and
‘Tolzeath: The Life and Times of Joseph Hambley Rowe’, 2002. He produced a number of
12

articles for the Old Cornwall journals, including ‘Thoughts of the Past President’ in the spring
1980 edition.
Hugh Miners traced and inaugurated the old Tinners Way in Cornwall by which, in former times,
tin ore had been brought from the mines to the port of Hayle for export. He made it a new walk
for local people. He was a promoter of the needs of pedestrians, most recently in the ‘Living
Streets Initiative in Penzance’. He was recognised as a man full of enthusiasm and energy and,
well into his nineties, he served as a determined leader of the causes he championed. He died on
28 February 2009.
Main Source:
Gorsedh Kernow Archives

Maise Joan Miners, 1913-1989
Jowanna, (Joan)
Bodmin, 1979 for work for Cornish Societies
Maisie Joan Pickstock was born on the 17 October 1913 at Stafford. Her parents were Victor
Pickstock and Emily May (nee Ford). She was educated at Stafford Primary School and then Stafford
High School for Girls. She was a Secretary, Junior Imperial League, Stafford. On 8 April 1939, in
Stafford, she married Hugh Miners (bardic name Den Toll) who became Grand Bard in 1982. Between
1939 and 1975 she was active in the WRVS in Orpington, Bristol and Swansea.
She worked with her husband on ‘History of Bristol Cornish’, and typed scripts and articles for him.
Maisie Miners was the Secretary of Chelsfield, Kent W.I. in 1954. She was a member of the London
Cornish Association; she became an official hospital visitor in 1954 and a member of Bristol Cornish
Association in 1965. A year later she became a member of the Family Planning Association
Committee; becoming its Secretary and Treasurer at the Royal Infirmary, Bristol. She undertook
hospital work in Orpington, Kent. After coming to west Cornwall, in 1976 she became WRVS
Pendeen Treasurer, for Meals on Wheels, and in 1976 she became Secretary and President of Pendeen,
Penzance and County WRVS.
Her husband described her as ‘the finest wife ever’. She died in 1989 in Penzance.
Main Source:
Gorsedh Kernow Archives

Edith Marion Nicholas Known as Edie, 1917-1970
Kylguth Ust (Cell of St Just)
St Just 1968
Edith Marian Nicholas was born on 3 March 1917 in the Penzance area and died in 1970, again in the
Penzance area. She wrote ‘St Just and Pendeen’ published by the St Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall
Society in 1968. She was a member of the St Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall Society
Main Source:
Gorsedh Kernow Archives
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Reverend John Pearce MBE, 1913-1985
Carn Yorgh, (Hill of Roebuck)
Kelly Round, Wadebridge, 1936
John Pearce was born in 1913. His family came from the Pendeen area. He
married Lucy, who was very interested in youth work and started the Helston
after-school club.
He was appointed deacon in 1968 and priest in 1969 in Truro. Also he was the
Bishop of Truro’s Chapter for Social Concern from 1968. He was appointed
curate in charge and then vicar in charge (from 1973) at St Sithney between
1972 and 1976. He became Honorary Chaplain to the Bishop of Truro from
1976 and retired in 1979.
John Pearce pioneered such services as sheltered homes for the elderly, and their welfare was a major
concern. Over a period of 25 years, by 1974, he had inspired people to donate about £2 million for
worthwhile causes.
He was interested in the genealogy of the Pendeen area. He published ‘John Pearce of Mousehole’,
compiled from newspaper cuttings from the South American Missionary Society Magazine, 1945;
‘The Church and Parish of St Allen’, 1961. ‘The Wesleys in Cornwall: extracts from the journals of
John and Charles Wesley and John Nelson’, Barton, 1964 which was reviewed in Old Cornwall
Journal of Autumn 1965. He edited ‘Seeking a See: A Journal of The Right Reverend Henry
Lascelles Jenner, D.D of his visit to Dunedin, New Zealand in 1868-1869’ (for Project Canterbury,
1984)
The Rev. John Pearce was the former Secretary of Cornwall Council of Social Services. In 1974 he
was awarded the Shield given by the London Cornish Association for outstanding community service
in Cornwall.
He moved to Lanner Court, near Helston and died in 1985.
Main Source:
Gorsedh Kernow Archives

Reverend Thomas Henry Reseigh, Known as Harry, 1888- 1978
Map Lafrowda, (Son of Lafrowda)
Royal Institution, Truro, 1945
Harry Reseigh was born in 1888 at St Just. His parents were William Thomas Reseigh, a tin miner
from St Just, and Rebecca (nee Bennetts) from Sancreed. He married Mabyn E Paul in the Bodmin
area in 1920.
According to various articles in The Cornishman over the years, in 1922 he left Goldsithney and
moved to Wadebridge, where he accepted a pastorate. In 1924 he returned from America. In 1925 he
was given a hearty welcome by the St Just Free Methodists. It was stated ‘He was one of the old boys
of the church and reference was made to the wonderful spirit of determination among the workers…’.
In 1935, as a new pastor, he attended his first function at the Penzance Congregational Church. He
was a former President of Penzance Old Cornwall Society. He gave a talk on the radio for the
programme 5PY Plymouth on 1 August 1924 entitled ‘The English Speaking People and the Present
Era’.
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The Rev Harry Reseigh died on 14th August 1978 in St Germans.
Main Source:
Gorsedh Kernow Archives

Laura Rowe,
Formyes Tekter, (Creator of Beauty)
Bodmin, 1979 for services to the arts
It is not known when or where Laura Rowe, painter and illustrator, was born. She
illustrated a number of calendars which were published by Len Truran, such as the
Cornish Calendar 1981 – twelve drawings of places around Cornwall; Cornish
Calendar 1982 – twelve drawings of places around Cornwall and Cornish Calendar
1987 – twelve drawings of places around Cornwall and the Cornish Calendar
1988. She also illustrated ‘Granite Crosses of West Cornwall. (Published by
Bradford Barton, Truro, 1973). A painting ‘Kenijack Valley, St Just’ by Laura
Rowe came up for auction at Lays Saleroom, Penzance in April 2014. It is not
known when she died.

Main Sources:
Lay’s Auction catalogue, April 2014
Gorsedh Kernow Archives

Rebecca Hill Rowe, 1916-1998 Known as Rebbie
Myrgh Tregesyal, (Daughter of Tregeseal)
Merry Maidens, St Buryan, 1986 for services to the local Old Cornwall Society
Rebecca Hill Trevorrow was born on 4 June 1916, in Truro. She
married William Egbert Rowe on 30 September 1939. He was
barded as Map Plu Sancreed in 1976 and died age 98 in 2014.
Rebecca died 15 April 1998 and is buried at St Just Cemetery.
Along with her husband, she became a founder member of the St
Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall Society.
Rebbie is in the middle of the photo

Main Source:
www.ancestry.co.uk
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William Egbert Rowe, 1916-2014 Known as Egbert
Map Plu Sancreed, (Son of Sancreed Parish)
Hayle, 1976
William Rowe was born on 4 January 1916 at Trevarthen Farm, Sancreed. He attended Sancreed
School where he enjoyed sport and was a keen sprinter; over the mile distance he was only beaten
once. A farmer, he worked on his father-in-law’s land at Tregeseal and Nancherrow and helped his
father on the farm at Sancreed. He began to develop a farm contracting business, having bought a
Standard Fordson tractor to replace horses. Changes in farming were moving quickly and Egbert
bought a new Ferguson TE20 tractor and plough making work much quicker and easier. Over the
following years numerous other implements were added, thereby helping his customers with
additional services. He married Rebecca Trevorrow of Tregeseal (Rebbie) on 30 September 1939, who
was barded in 1986, (Myrgh Tregesyal).
Following his great love of horses, William started carriage driving at summer shows and also took
brides to their weddings, and was eventually invited to judge carriage driving. He was always keenly
interested in old utensils, both those in farming and household use so he started his large and varied
collection of items, most of which are now at the Museum at Geevor. He was also interested in
growing vegetables and flowers for the holiday-makers. In 1959, along with Rebbie, he and several
others became founder members of the St Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall Society which he continued
to attend until early 2006, and of which he was made a life member. He was one of a group who
formed the St Buryan Agricultural Preservation Society where he regularly displayed some of his
collection at the annual rally, as well as at St Just and Botallack rallies. He was made a life member of
St Buryan Agricultural Preservation Society after serving on the Committee for over 25 years. He was
a member of a small Male Voice Choir in St Just.
William Rowe died 26 April 2014.
Main Source:
Eulogy for William Egbert Rowe

Vivien Russell, 1904-1992
Whylores Remenans, (Seeker of Relics)
Merry Maidens, St Buryan, 1955 for practical archaeology

Vivien Russell was born 1904 in Bristol. Her father, Cecil
Henry St Leger Russell was House Master at Clifton
College and born in Trinidad, West Indies. He won the
Gaisford Prize at Oxford in 1883 for a poem using Homeric
hexameters. Her mother, Blanche Wellsted (nee Wanset),
was born in Gloucestershire. They regularly brought their family to Sennen on holiday. She had a
brother, Harley Raymond Russell, who died in World War One in 1915 and has a memorial in Sennen
Church.
Vivien was an archaeologist and pioneer field-worker. She attended Clifton High School, Bristol and
St Hugh’s College, Oxford. She spent the whole of the Second World War in the WAAF serving in a
very specialized unit at Medmenham, Buckinghamshire, which included many archaeologists and
dealt with the interpretation of aerial photographs. She became aware of the wealth of antiquities in
Cornwall, and especially in West Penwith, the study of which became her life’s work.
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After the war she returned to Sennen and resumed work on the antiquities of West Penwith, digging
each year with the Field Club. Most of these excavations were outside Cornwall, but she was able to
take part in Mrs Christie’s important excavations on the guardianship site of Carn Euny.
She began to list and record all the ancient archaeological sites. She noted what had survived and
painstakingly checked all printed and manuscript records of surviving sites ,and many which had been
destroyed. In 1959 the first list covering St Just in Penwith, was produced and over the next ten years,
thirteen more were written. Combining all this information provided a full archaeological gazetteer of
the area, and was published as the "West Penwith Survey" in 1971. It ensured the antiquities of West
Penwith were better recorded than anywhere else in the country and is the most important
archaeological record ever published on any part of Cornwall.
She was a great contributor to excavations on the Isles of Scilly, particularly at Nornour from 1970 1973 and in 1980 Vivien published the "Isles of Scilly Survey.
Vivien was a member of the West Cornwall Field Club, of which she was Secretary for a short time
but she avoided committee work and never joined the lecture circuit. She was made an Honorary
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries in 1983. All her archaeological notes and records were passed to
the Library of the Royal Institution of Cornwall.
Later in life, when ill health prevented her undertaking field work, she turned to researching the
population records of Penwith in the seventeenth century.
She died in 1992 at Sennen.
Main Sources:
Obituary of Vivien Russell written by P A S Pool in Cornish Archaeology No. 31, 1992, which
includes a bibliography) (see cornisharchaeogy.org.uk/volume-31-1992)
www.ancestry.co.uk

Reverend Thomas Taylor, MA, BD, FSA, 1858-1938
Gwas Ust, (Servant of St Just))
Boscawen Un, 1928
Thomas Taylor was born on 26 February 1858 at Sutton on the Hill,
Thurvaston, Derbyshire. He had a son and two daughters. The daughters were
born in Australia. Both the 1901 and 1911 censuses show him in the Vicarage at
St Just. He was an eloquent preacher, historian, scholar of Celtic culture. He
attended King Edward VI School, 1874, where he was head boy, and St
Catherine’s College, Cambridge, graduating in the Mathematics Tripos in 1881.
He received his MA in 1886.
He was ordained deacon in Rochester 1881, and priest in 1883. He was curate
of St Crispin, Bermondsey, London, between 1881 and 1883, marrying
Charlotte May, from Greenwich. and they went to Australia where he was
incumbent at Ingham, North Queensland (1883-1896). Returning to Cornwall
he was appointed curate of All Saints, Falmouth 1890-91 on the Diocesan Missionary Staff between
1891 and 1897. He became curate of Redruth in 1893 for four years, and then vicar of St Breward
from 1897 to 1900. He was appointed Honorary Canon of Truro Cathedral from 1917 to 1938. In 1919
he went to serve at Gunwalloe. He was Elected Proctor and held this office from 1919 to 1935. He
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served as Rural Dean of Penwith from 1924 to 1927. Thomas Taylor was Vicar of St Just in Penwith
for 38 years.
During his time at St Breward Thomas Taylor found the parish registers to be complete from 1599 to
1812, and his work editing the registers brought him into contact with W P Phillimore, a publisher of
books relating to Ecclesiastical Law, who in 1905 appointed him editor of the Parish’s Marriage
Registers throughout the diocese. By 1916 he had published twenty-five volumes. It is for this work,
much used by genealogists and family historians, that he is probably most widely known. He
contributed to the Encyclopedia Brittanica and the Victoria County History of Cornwall, of which he
was the local editor. His standard works ‘Celtic Christianity of Cornwall’ (1916) and ‘Life of St
Samson of Dol’ (SPCK) (1925) are still sources of reference. Among his many publications, he
produced the ‘Register of Baptisms, Parish of St Just in Penwith: Baptisms 1812-1912, Burials 15991711’. ‘St Just in Penwith church guide: Six Hundredth Anniversary’, 1936. ‘The Easter Book of St
Just in Penwith 1588 to 1596’, was published in the Journal of the Royal Institute of Cornwall, 1917.
Thomas Taylor became known as ‘the poor man’s lawyer’ as a result of his freely giving assistance in
matters of compensation for injuries sustained in tin mining. He died on 5 July 1938
Main Sources:
Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Taylor_(historian)
A full list of his books can be seen on the Cornwall Council Library website
www.ancestry.co.uk

Henry Thomas, 1854-1942
Harry an Howlesedhas (Harry of the West)
Merry Maidens, St Buryan, 1932
Henry Thomas was born in Sancreed in 1854. His father was Thomas Thomas, a farmer born in St
Levan and his mother was Ann, born St Hilary. He married Marianne Hawkey in 1890 and they had
four children. He was the maternal grandfather of Benjamin Francis Angwin.
Henry farmed at Botrea, Sancreed. He became Land Agent for the Scobell
Armstrong family sometime after 1881, a position he held for sixty years. By
1911 he had moved to St Just where he designed and built a house known as
‘Carvorrow’ in Carrallack Terrace, which would also later become the home of
his grandson Francis Angwin. He served as a Parish, District and County
Councillor and Guardian of the Poor. He had a great interest and knowledge
about the locality of St Just, with particular reference to places of antiquity, and
he wrote a book about St Just. His other interests were arboriculture, gardening,
the ancient Cornish language, milk production and processing at dairies. He was
a Methodist Local Preacher.
In his book Yesterday J W Scobell Armstrong (1955) wrote of Henry Thomas: ‘The knowledge which
Mr Thomas possesses of the past is by no means confined to remote ages. Endowed from childhood
with the scholar’s mentality, which led him in early youth to watch, to listen and to remember, no one
can today paint a more vivid picture than he of the Cornwall of a century ago, of the old customs, the
old sayings, and the old sights, which are so fast fading into the shadow of oblivion. Few can depict
with such accuracy and power as he the simplicity, sweetness and quietude of that age of leisure
before the speed fiend too possession of the earth.’
Henry Thomas died in 1942.
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Main Sources:
Gillian Hocking
Yesterday, J W Scobell Armstrong, Hutchinson, 1955
www.ancestry.co.uk

Donald William Foster Trewern, MBE, 1919-2000
Trewern, (Family Name)
Merry Maidens, St Buryan and 50th Commemorative Gorsedh at Boscawen Un, 1978 for
services to community life in Penwith
Donald Trewern was born on 18 February 1919, at Trewey, St Levan. His parents were Harry Trewern
and Mary G Trewern (nee Foster). He was a farmer. He married Nancy E Williams in 1943 in the
Penzance area. Donald was the last Chairman of the West Penwith Rural District
Council before reorganisation in 1974. He also served as a District Councillor,
becoming Chairman for a year in 1975. At the same time he was a Methodist
Preacher for more than fifty years. He became an Auxiliary coastguard for more
than forty years and he was Chairman of a support group that was set up to help
the mentally handicapped prior to the opening of the John Daniel Centre.
He was the last Chairman of the Governors of Humphry Davy Grammar School in
Penzance before it went comprehensive and was Chairman of St Levan School
Governors and Governor of Cape Cornwall Comprehensive School for a number of years. He was
Chairman of the Pupils and Community Committee at Cape Cornwall School, and a member of the
West Cornwall Footpath Society. He said that the saddest 48 hours of his life were when the Penlee
Lifeboat was lost. He knew so many of the people on board. He died on 2 April 2000. Before he died
he knew that he had been awarded an MBE, and it was presented posthumously to his widow by the
Lord Lieutenant, Lady Mary Holborow.
Main Source:
Christopher Trewern

Roger Evelyn Cavendish Venables, 1911-2012
Barth Cum, (Valley Bard)
Perran Round, Perranzabuloe, 1985 for Services to Poetry in Cornwall
Roger Venables, a writer and poet, was born on 4 March 1911 at the British Consulate, Varna,
Bulgaria. His father Henry Cavendish Venables was the British Consul at Varna; he had graduated
from Melbourne University. He died when Roger was only eight when on a posting to Singapore. His
mother was Emira Terrzetta. She was born in Bulgaria. Roger spent his early childhood in New
Caledonia, a French dependency in the south west Pacific Ocean, east of Australia.
On moving to Cornwall, he was educated at the school run by poet Maud Cherrill at St Petroc’s, Bude,
where he boarded from the age of eight. He attended Beaumont College, Old Windsor and
Christchurch, Oxford. He began his career by teaching at St Petroc’s School. Later he became a
lecturer for the WEA (Berks, Bucks and Oxford districts). He lectured at the Army College, Welbeck
Abbey, north Nottinghamshire and then became a WEA Tutor with WEA West Midlands District and
Adult Education Department, University of Nottingham. He then was appointed Lecturer in English,
Government and Politics at the College of Further Education, Lytham St Annes, Lancs.
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During the Second World War he served at RAOC at Didcot, Oxfordshire.
He was also in the Leicestershire Intelligence Corps (Port Security) in Italy.
Roger retired in 1976, first to Lamorna, then to Pendeen, where he lived in a
converted former miners’ changing room with his mother, for whom he
cared until she died. His interests were walking and folklore. He wrote a
memoir for Maude Cherrill's book of poems entitled "Padstow Lights”. ‘D:
Portrait of a Don’ a biography of R H Dundas Fellow and Tutor Christ
Church, Oxford. He produced numerous booklets of poetry including
‘Combe Valley’, ‘The Hooting Carn’ and others on Cornish themes.
‘Memories and Forebodings – War and Post War topics’, ‘From Coombe
Revisited’ (1995) ‘Coombe Revisted, Pendeen’, Atlanta pp.10-12. ‘The
Ram’, previously unpublished, ‘The Hooper of Sennen Cove’ (both prose and poem) in Old Cornwall
Journal, Autumn 1983, vol. Ix no.9. It was in Lamorna where Roger produced many of his collected
poems about the county and its landscape, some of which have been set to music.
In 1995 he reported falling eyesight and then he went blind. He lived for over forty years in his old
miner’s cottage. He could be seen out walking with his shepherd’s crook and long black cloak that,
together with his white hair, gave the impression of a character out of Tolkein. He was a very
eccentric dresser, but friendly to all and a marvellous conversationalist and a larger than life
personality. He died 20 February 2012 at Benoni Nursing Home, St Just in Penwith
Main Source:
Obituary in: www.beaumont-union.co.uk/pdfs/2013-OBITUARIES.pdf

Richard John Maddern Williams, 1885-1955
Madern Pendyn, (Madern of Pendeen)
Royal Institution, Truro, 1942 for services to music in Cornwall
Richard Williams was born in 1885 at Pendeen. His father was Edward Stevens Williams, church
organist in Pendeen (as were his two uncles) and his mother was Esther Thomas (nee Maddern).
He received his first organ lessons from F W Searle of Penzance. He was a student of the Royal
College of Music and was a pupil of F J Read, Stevenson Hoyte, Sir Walter Parratt and Walter
Galpin Alcock, the distinguished organist famous for having played in Westminster Abbey at the
coronations of Kings Edward VII, George V and George VI.
After a period as assistant organist at Wells Cathedral he was appointed, in 1906, age 20, as
deputy organist at Norwich Cathedral, and in 1908 became the organist at St Peter Mancroft
Parish Church. He was known as Richard Maddern-Williams, and was appointed Director of
Music for the Norwich City Corporation, and in this capacity formed a municipal orchestra,
military band, choral society and male voice choir and also conducted the Norfolk and Norwich
Amateur Operatic Society. He was music master at the Norwich High School for Boys and also
Music Master for the Norwich Pageant in 1912.
Richard Williams retired to his native Cornwall in 1941 and with a wealth of music expertise and
experience behind him, was to conduct the Penzance Orchestral Society while Walter Barnes was
ill and after his death, until Walter’s intended successor returned from War Service in the Navy
(1942-1946). He arranged six old Cornish Christmas Carols for men’s voices. He also composed
a Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. He was organist of St Paul’s Church, Penzance 1951 to 1955
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became a Fellow of the Royal College of Organists and later a Fellow of Trinity College of
Music. One of his most notable achievements was when he conducted, for two years running, the
choir and orchestra of the London and North Eastern Railways, totalling four hundred
performers, in the Queen’s Hall in London. He was awarded a diploma from the Gorsedh in
1942. He died in the Penzance area in 1955.
Main Sources:
Information from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_John_Maddern-Williams and Penzance
Orchestral Society website http://www.penzanceparish.co.uk/orchestra/maddern-williams.html
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Living Bards of the St Just in Penwith Area
Rosemary Beadle (b. 1936)
Koveans, (Remembrance)
Hayle, 1999 for proficiency in the Cornish language
Rosemary Beadle was born on 11 June 1936 in London. Her parents were Dr Wilfred Sheldon
and Mabel Sheldon (nee Netherway).
Rosemary attended St George’s School Harpenden, Hertfordshire, following which, in 1954, she
studied at Wellgarth Nursery Nurses Training College in London. In 1960 she joined the Orient
Line as a Children’s Stewardess.
On 18th May 1966 she married Ernest Beadle. Following her marriage she had a variety of parttime jobs, including helping Ernie lock-keeping in Marlow, whilst bringing up her family of two
boys.
In 1992 Ernie and Rosemary retired to St Just. Here she joined the Parish Church Choir, also the
Methodist Church Choir. Interested in learning the Cornish language, Rosemary started lessons in
1994 and passed the examinations. Following this she gave First Grade lessons to local people.
Rosemary was always interested in the local community and became one of the volunteer fund
raisers for St Julia’s Hospice in Hayle. The cream teas in her home are fondly remembered in the
town. A branch of U3A began and Rosemary joined. She crafted many cards, crackers etc. which
were sold at the large exhibition in the Cape Cornwall School each year in aid of Cancer
Research.
Main Source:
Gillian Hocking

Stephen Hall
Staver an Hal, (Fiddler on the Moor)
Bodmin, 1997 for services to culture and public life
Stephen Hall is an author, playwright, poet, musician, singer and performer.
In 1992 Stephen established the Golowan Festival in Penzance, and ran
it as the volunteer manager. Then for ten years, between 1997 and 2007
he became Executive Director of the Golowan Trust. In this capacity he
produced and programmed the annual Festivals. In addition he devised
and managed year round community projects, including ‘Word of
Mouth’, ‘We Know our Place’, ‘Newlyn Heritage Trail’ and a schools
cross-arts project ‘Scummow’. In order to achieve these projects he
worked with a very wide range of partners including all the local
councils, Creative Kernow, Penlee House Museum and Gallery, Arts
Council England and Regeneration South West.

22

Stephen Hall has been involved with a number of high profile projects, such as the 18th
International Celtic Film and Television Festival 1996/1997; Penwith Peninsula Pilot Project,
from 1989 to 1992, which was set up to establish a countryside management strategy for the area.
Sponsors included the Countryside Commission and the National Trust.
More recently he has worked with Awen Productions, St Just Town Council, Cornwall Council,
St Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall Society and St Just Age Concern, amongst others, in the
‘Broadly Speaking’ project, which has collected and preserved the dialect words and expressions
of local people.

Timothy J B Hosken
Map Ylowek Eglosberyan, (Musical Son of St Buryan)
Looe, 2008 for his contribution to Cornish Music

Tim Hosken has been involved in music all his life, which started when he
was taken to chapel by his father who was the chapel organist. When he was
a student at Humphry Davy Grammar School he was a member of the school
choir and orchestra (playing double bass). He also played for Falmouth
Youth Orchestra and the Cornwall Youth Orchestra. His music teacher was
Cornish Bard Russell Jory.
On leaving school Tim joined the Penzance Orchestral Society, the Cornwall
Symphony Orchestra and also played in local operatic societies at St Ives,
Penzance, Redruth and Falmouth. He went on to become Chorus Master of St
Ives Operatic Society and then Musical Director, a post he held for seven years. At the same time
he formed the St Just Circuit Choir which he conducted for eight years. He has been involved
with local choirs as a singer and accompanist and was the musical director of Penzance Operatic
Society and Marazion Apollo Male Voice Choir, both for ten years.
In September 1999 Tim was asked to help out with the rehearsals for the Penzance Coral Society
and was officially elected as musical director in September 2000, a position which he still holds.
In 2013 he was asked to become the musical director of Praze/Hayle Male Choir, and later that
year became the musical director of Four Lanes Male Choir with whom he is currently very busy.
In the summer of 2005 Tim Hosken was awarded the Cornwhylan Cross by the Grand Bard for
musical performances, which include a religious element.

Anna Maria Murphy (b 1957)
Skrifores Drollow, (Writer of Stories)
Torpoint, 2014 work for Cornwall Young People/writer
Anna Maria Murphy is a writer. She co-authored the book Kneehigh Anthology: Volume One:
The Bacchae, The Wooden Frock, The Red Shoes with Kneehigh Theatre Company and Emma
Rice. For the past three years she has been walking the Roads less Travelled in Cornwall,
collecting, re-inventing and exaggerating stories heard along the way.
Main Sources:
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3950330.Anna_Maria_Murphy
http://voicesofcornwall.co.uk/annamaria-murphy/
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Stephen Penhaligon, (b 1952) known as Steve
Pennhelyk, (Willows End)
Torpoint, 2014 for proficiency in the Cornish language
Steve Penhaligon was born in Truro and grew up in Penzance where he attended the Humphry
Davy Grammar School before going on to study French at Royal Holloway College, London
University. Like many Cornishmen and women he spent his working life outside the county. In
his case he worked in the Information Technology industry and lived for many years in
Berkshire.
Steve’s main hobby at that time was singing and he was a member of a
prestigious amateur choir in Reading with whom he competed at the national
finals of the Choir of the Year competition on several occasions.
After returning to retire in 2009 the first things he did were to find a Cornish
language class and to join a choir. Since becoming a bard Steve has taught
Cornish at the Heamoor Cornish language class and is currently the class coordinator for the group. He was lead presenter for the on-line Cornish
Language Series ‘Tamm ha Tamm’ and is now a regular writer and presenter of
the weekly BBC Radio Cornwall Cornish Language news programme ‘An Nowodhow’.
Steve still sings with various choirs, both as choir member and soloist and was a founder member
of ‘Keur Heb Hanow’ (‘the choir with no name’) which performs songs exclusively in the
Cornish language. The choir has won the Traditional Cornish Carols Class at the Cornwall Music
Festival on three occasions. He has helped the choir produce two CDs of Cornish carols and
traditional songs, both as a singer and as a translator, most of the songs having been written
originally in English.
Steve is married and lives in Porthcurno.

Esme Frances Routleff Potter, (b 1935)
Ylades, (Songwriter)
Merry Maidens, St Buryan and 50th commemorative Gorsedh Boscawen Un, 1978 for
services to music and harpist to Gorsedh Kernow
Esme Francis is a harpist, playing the Sebastian Erard concert pedal
harp and Celtic harp, giving recitals all over Cornwall. She has been the
Gorsedh Harpist since she was barded, playing the harp music for the
Gorsedh ceremonies each year.
Esme comes from a long line of Routleff and Thorn families, well
known seventeenth and eighteenth century boat builders of Falmouth,
Truro, Bude, Saltash and Plymouth. Her grandfather worked in the
smithery and scrieve in Devonport Dockyard, while her brother and
relatives were in service in the Royal Navy and her father was an aeroengineer for the De Havilland Aircraft Company.
A teacher for many years, Esme came to live with her husband, John
Potter, in Nanquidno Valley in the 1960s and has been sheep farming and teaching with her
husband, farmer and fisherman of Cape Cornwall, living the way of cove and village life with the
fishermen and miners of Penwith.
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Two well known relatives emigrated to Australia, her great, great uncle, John Thorn, twice
becoming Mayor of Brisbane in 1886. John Thorne’s cousin, the Reverend John Thorne, with
William Bryant established the Bible Christian Denomination in the Cornwall and Devon
Borders, and went to preach and build chapels in the Walleroo mining areas at Moonta and
Kadina in 1859. He came back to Cornwall in 1876 and recruited new missionaries, including
William Thomas Penros of St Buryan, to preach in South Australia. With Charles Tresise, he
established a preaching place in Silverton in 1882 and the gold fields of Mount Browne and silver
lead fields of Thackeringa.
Esme Francis gives harp recitals in classical and old English and Cornish music, Cornish Celtic
music and song in Kernewek, the Cornish language. She has been a singing and acting members
of St Just Opera Society for many years, and has performed the introductory Celtic harp music
for several of the John Potter mining films. She has many awards for folksong and poem, and
written over a hundred items of music, Celtic Kernewek and English song and harp.

John E Potter, (1936)
Den Pen Kernow, (Man of Cape Cornwall)
Lemon Quay, Truro, 2004 for his contribution to Cornish industrial history
John has spent many years and long days underground, filming and
recording miners working in the Cornish tin mines. His mother’s
brothers, grandfather and ancestors were all miners, his father being an
engineer, working on ASDIC during the Second World War and his
uncle in submarines.
John, an engineering teacher for many years, has been a farmer,
fisherman and beekeeper in Nanquidno and Cape Cornwall for nearly
forty years. Living the way of cove and village life with the fishermen and miners of Penwith and
Cornwall, and has filmed many working days and nights of the fishermen making catches of
shellfish, pilchards and line fishing. He has spent many long hours beneath the earth, filming and
recording the underground workings, the miners who worked below, the bal maidens and those
who worked above the mines, and the artefacts and rare minerals to be found deep under the
engine houses and ruined buildings that are now scattered all over the Cornish landscape.
He has made films of Botallack, Geevor, West Wheal Owles, the Atlantic Costal and Subsea
mines, Zennor’s Rosevale Mine, Levant, and the newly opened part of South Crofty.

John Prowse, (b 1946)
Mab Menweythoryon, (Son of Stoneworkers)
Torpoint, 2014 for proficiency in the Cornish language
John Prowse was born and brought up in Penzance, but spent most of
his working life in various parts of England. After university he
worked for several years as a teacher of English. However, his main
career was as a technical writer, programmer and editor at computer
company IBM.
He began to study Kernewek after returning to West Cornwall in
2009 and has been teaching the language at Klass An Hay (the
Heamoor class) since 2013. John is a member of the small team that
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produces the weekly Radio Cornwall programme An Nowodhow. He has published a bilingual
book of short stories, Hwedhlow a Flogholeth ha Yowynkneth (Stories of Childhood and Youth)
which is available from Kowethas an Yeth Kernewek and from Amazon. He lives in St Buryan.

Michael L Sagar-Fenton, (b 1945) Known as Mike
Carer Geryow, (Lover of Words)
Wadebridge, 2005 for services to music and history in Cornwall
Mike Sagar-Fenton was born in Penzance on 30 December 1945.
He attended school in Penzance and Truro and then went to the
Central School of Speech and Drama in London. On his return he
started the ‘Chy an Stylus’ record shops in Penzance and St Ives
with his wife Liz. After these closed, and following a spell in
farming they opened a letting agency in Penzance which he still
runs. The couple live in an old farmhouse near Lamorna where
they brought up their two children.
He has been a Humphry Davy school governor, Deputy Director of StageStruck Youth Theatre
Company, director of the Golowan Festival and the Ritz Community Centre Trust, and for twenty
years he was press officer of the Penlee Lifeboat, for whom he still runs a twice-yearly magazine.
However, his main passion has been writing. His first book ‘Penlee – The Loss of a Lifeboat’
was published by the late Michael Williams in 1991. Since then he has written many other books,
including a major history of Penzance, a history of the Penlee Lifeboat, the story of the Lizard
Serpentine trade, the story of pre-war clearances in Newlyn and the voyage of the ‘Rosebud’. He
has also written a novel ‘True Colours’. These last two books won Holyer An Gof Awards. In
2015 his play ‘The Rise and Fall of Magbeth’ was produced at the Minack Theatre. He has also
been a regular columnist in the West Briton, the Western Morning News, Cornwall Today and
The Cornishman.

Elizabeth Winifred Scott
Kantol Gann, (Bright Star)
Falmouth, 2000 for examination in the Cornish language
She was the wife of Alan Knight, bard Marghek a Gan, who died in 2014. They married in 1963.

Pauline Sheppard, (b 1950)
Skrifores Gwari, (Playwright)
Lemon Quay, Truro, 2004 for services to Cornish Culture
Pauline Sheppard wrote a modern day interpretation of the three plays of the Cornish Mystery
Cycle The Ordinalia, produced at St Just Plen an Gwari between 2000 and 2004. The scripts
were a mix of Kernewek, English and dialect. They were performed by members of the
community, supported by a professional production team.
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Born in Gloucester, Pauline has now lived in Cornwall for fifty years:
at Trevarren, Zennor, Penzance and, for the last twenty-five years, at
St Buryan.
She was a member of Shiva Theatre in 1978, which became Cornwall
Theatre Co. Ltd in 1981. The company toured throughout the UK. In
1981 Pauline’s interpretation of the Cornish Saints Play Meriasek
represented Cornwall at the Inter-Celtic Festival in Berlin.
During the 1980s the company’s youth group were involved with an
annual Schools Theatre Fortnight at The Minack Theatre. In 1987
Cornwall Theatre Company Ltd. took over West Cornwall Arts Centre in Penzance and
rebranded it as The Acorn Theatre.
The 1990s brought Dressing Granite, Tin & Fishes, Dogs, an adaptation of Charles Lee’s Our
Little Town; education pieces: Hevva Hevva, The Mystery. Pauline’s work has been featured on
film and radio, including fifteen original plays, nineteen stage adaptations, eight screenplays,
three scripts for film animation, seven educational dramas; poems, short stories,. Her first novel,
Through the Granite Mirror will be published in autumn 2019.

Ian Norman Soulsby, (b 1950)
Dyscajor Hensys, (Teacher of History)
Pensilva, 2002 barded for Cornish history
In 1986 Ian Soulsby's book "A History of Cornwall" was published by Phillimore of Chichester
and in 2006 he published "A History of Sancreed Parish.

Koreen Twydell, (b 1953)
Myrgh Jago, (Daughter of James)
Hayle, 1999 for proficiency in the Cornish language
Koreen James was born in West Cornwall Hospital in 1953, when her parents were residing in
Bojewyan Stennack. Her mother was Pamela James (nee Perry) who was born in Nancledra. She
worked in the bakery in Pendeen. Her father was John James born in Trewellard. He worked as a
farm labourer and as a miner in Geevor. The family moved away from Cornwall when Koreen
was young as her father enlisted as a regular soldier in the army following his two years National
Service. Her parents returned to Pendeen to live when her father retired from the army and she
followed them moving back to Pendeen in 1994.
Koreen was always very interested in the Cornish Language and its place in Cornwall’s history
and culture. She studied Cornish Language in evening classes at Penwith College taught by
George Ansell. For a number of years she was involved in helping to organise the Cornish
Language Weekend run by Kowethas an Yeth Kernewek and she taught Cornish Language at
evening classes in Heamoor. She also held the post of treasurer for Kowethas an Yeth Kernewek.
She has attended events at Humphry Davy School, Cape Cornwall School and Nancledra School,
to talk to pupils about both the Cornish Gorsedh and Cornish Language. She is now semi-retired
and recently left her beloved Cornwall to live in Devon.
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Craig Weatherhill, (b.1950)
Delyner Hendhyscans, (Draftsman of Archaeology)
Barded at Nance, Illogan 1981 for services to Cornish Archaeology
Craig Weatherhill was educated at St Just and Falmouth. His childhood years at St Just instilled a
deep and lasting interest in local legends and archaeology, which later took the form of measured
surveys of over 200 ancient monuments, and decades of research into Cornish place-names,
folklore and history.
He is the author of seventeen books, notably Cornovia: Ancient Sites of
Cornwall & Scilly, 4000BC – 1000AD (2009), The Promontory People –
The Early History of the Cornish (2008) and The Lyonesse Stone (a trilogy
of novels 1991-2010). He has also written and illustrated numerous papers
and articles. Professionally Craig was a local government architect,
freelance architectural designer and expert on conserving historic
buildings before early retirement in 2010.
Craig serves on the bilingual signage panel of Akademi Kernewek and on
the board of the Penwith Landscape Partnership. His other interests
include horses and equine communication, and composing with a rare and
eerily orchestral key board instrument, the mellotron.

Reverend Philip Deryk Williams, (b, 1929)
Bugel Y Bobel, (Pastor of his People)
Merry Maidens, St Buryan, 1986 for service to Cornish Methodism
Philip Williams was born at Primrose Cottage, Ding Dong,
Penzance 10 August 1929 into a farming family. The family
moved to Heamoor in 1933, and he attended Heamoor School
and Wesley Rock Sunday School and Chapel. The family then
moved to Ponshallow, Madron from 1941 to 1947, where he
attended Madron School and Madron Sunday School and
Chapel.
He spent six months in 1944 as an apprentice blacksmith at Newbridge Blacksmith Shop. He then
qualified as a carpenter and joiner during his Army apprenticeship from February 1945 to
February 1948. During his army service, between February 1945 to August 1959, due to a knee
injury in 1947, it was necessary to change his trade to that of an Army clerk. He served in the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) from 1948 to 1959 and at Arborfield
Garrison at Bordon between February 1948 and December 1949; Singapore & Kluang, Malaysia
from January 1950 to June 1953, and back at Arborfield between 1953 to 1956 as Chief Clerk.
He went to Hong Kong for three years, from 1956 as REME Chief Clerk.
In 1950 he was member of Wesley Methodist Church, Singapore, superintendent Junior
Department of the Sunday School, a member of Official Board and church usher for three years.
Philip married Charma Veronica Chang at Wesley Methodist Church Singapore on the 9th
January 1952. 1953 to 1956 saw him as a member of Camberley Methodist Church. He was a
local preacher, Circuit JMA Secretary. His daughter Carolyn was born on 2 December 1955.
From 1956 to 1959 he was a member of Wanchai English Methodist Church, Hong Kong, local
preacher and Ministerial Candidature.
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In 1959 Philip started two years Ministerial Training at Richmond College. From 1961 to 1965
he was a Missionary Service in SE. Asia. In 1962 he was at Petaling Jaya. Following that from
1961- 1965 was in Missionary Service in South East Asia, Sarikie District, Sarawak and in 1963
to 1965 was Minister Wesley Methodist Church, Supervisor & Chaplain Methodist Secondary
School, Sibu, Sarawak. His second daughter Jennifer was born 22 November 1962.
In 1965 he moved back to Cornwall. Until 1969 he was with the Camelford section of Camelford
and Wadebridge Circuit and became a was a member of Camelford Parish Council. From 1969 to
1974 he was with the St. Agnes Section of Perranporth and St. Agnes Circuit, becoming a
member of St. Agnes Parish Council. He was appointed Secretary of District Overseas Missions
Committee and between 1974 and 1981 he was with the St. Dennis section of St Columb and
Padstow Circuit, becoming Superintendent Minister from 1978 to 1981. He became Chaplain to
English China Clays.
Philip was on St. Dennis Parish Council from 1974 to 1981 (Chairman 1975 to 1977 and 1978 to
1979); Chairman of the Carnival Committee from 1976 to 1981. From 1981 to 1991 he was
Superintendent Minister, St. Just Circuit, and Member of St. Just Town Council from 1981 to
1991 (Town Mayor 1987 to 1989).
He moved to Jersey where, between 1991 and 1996, he was on the Eastern Section of Jersey
Circuit and Secretary of the Channel Islands District 1993 to 1996. Then he became Chaplain to
Jersey Hospice Care from 1991 to 1996. From 1969 to 1991 he was Chaplain to Cornwall Army
Cadet Force and was awarded the Cadet Forces Medal and Bar and was awarded the Lord
Lieutenants Certificate for Army Cadet Service.
Between 1974 to 1991 he was a member of Truro Prime Stock Show Committee; being
appointed Chairman in 1988 and President in 1990. From 1996 to date he is a Supernumerary
Minister (1998 to 1999 Acting Superintendent Minister of St. Just Circuit) Assistant Chaplain at
West Cornwall Hospital, Penzance.

Eileen Dorothy Woolmington, (b 1932)
Maghteth A Gan, (Handmaiden of Song)
Antony House, 1987 for services to music in education and in the community
Eileen Woolmington was born on 31 July 1932 at ‘St Just’, Hornchurch Road, Romford, Essex.
She attended Rainsford Way Infant and Junior School between 1937 and 1943 and the Ursuline
Convent High School at Brentwood in Essex between 1943 and 1948. Following this she
attended Brentwood County High School from1948 to 1950 and then went to Hockerill Teacher
Training College for two years. She received a Froebel Diploma 1954-1956, and a Diploma at
Trinity College of Music, London.
From 1952 to 1955 Eileen taught at Pilgrims Hatch County Primary School, and then at St
Ursula’s Roman Catholic Primary School, Harold Hill, Romford, Essex for the next three years.
In 1959 she moved to Penzance and taught at St Mary’s Roman Catholic Primary School from
1959 until she retired in 1992.
Eileen regularly played the organ for Mass on Sundays for some time in the Church of the
Immaculate Conception of Our Lady in Rosevean Road, Penzance. On Saturdays she played the
organ for Mass in St Just in Penwith Parish Church. She also played the cello in the Penzance
Orchestral Society, of which she was a committee member. She was also a committee member of
the St Just and Pendeen Old Cornwall Society.
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Further Reading
Gorsedh Kernow has published or sponsored the publication of the following titles, which are
available from Jerry Rogers - Treasurer, 17 Chiltern Road, Sandhurst, Berkshire, GU47 8NB
E mail: jerryrogers@sgrconsultancy.co.uk
Gorsedh Kernow Publications Committee, Cornish Bards of the Newquay Area, Gorsedh
Kernow, 2018
Gorsedh Kernow Publications Committee, Cornish Bards of the Launceston Area, Gorsedh
Kernow, 2017
Gorsedh Kernow Publications Committee, Sryfer, Robert Victor Walling 1895-1976. Bard and
Journalist, Ann Trevenen Jenkin and Stephen Gadd, 2016
Gorsedh Kernow Publications Committee, Cornish Bards of Australia and New Zealand,
Gorsedh Kernow, 2016
Gorsedh Kernow Publications Committee, Cornish Bards of St Austell and the China Clay Area,
Gorsedh Kernow, September 2015
Gorsedh Kernow Publications Committee, Gorsedh Kernow returns to Carwynnen, Gorsedh
Kernow, June 2015
Gorsedh Kernow Publications Committee, Cornish Bards of the Tamar Valley, Gorsedh Kernow,
2014
Gorsedh Kernow Publications Committee, Cornish Bards of the Penryn-Falmouth Area, Gorsedh
Kernow, 2013
Gorsedh Kernow Publications Committee, Cornish Bards of the North Cornwall Area, Gorsedh
Kernow, 2012
Gorsedh Kernow Publications Committee, Cornish Bards of the Helston Area, Gorsedh Kernow,
2011
Gorsedh Kernow Publications Committee, Cornish Bards of the St Ives Area, Gorsedh Kernow,
2010
John Chirgwin Jenkin (comp), Berdh Gorsedh Kernow/Bards of the Gorsedh of Cornwall, 1928 –
2009, Gorsedh Kernow, 2009
Rod Lyon, Gorsedh Kernow: The Cornish Gorsedh, what it is and what it does, Gorsedh
Kernow, 2008
Peter W Thomas and Derek R Williams (eds), Setting Cornwall on its Feet: Robert Morton
Nance, 1873 – 1959, Francis Boutle, 2007
Derek R Williams (ed), Henry and Katherine Jenner: A Celebration of Cornwall’s Culture,
Language and Identity, Francis Boutle, 2004
For further details, visit www.gorsedhkernow.org.uk
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